
In the spirit of reconciliation, the Parish of St Mary of the Angels, Geelong acknowledges the Waddawarrung people,  
the Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect  

to their Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Year A – November 30, 2025  

Readings for this week:  

Isaiah 2: 1 - 5;   Romans 13: 11 - 14;   Matthew 24: 37 - 44 

 

PIETY GIFT STALL 
OPEN Tuesdays to Fridays 

10.30am – 1.00pm 
CLOSED ON SATURDAYS 

OPEN Sundays  
10.15am – 12.15pm 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr James Clarke Email: frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Assistant Priest: Fr Vinoth Santiago Email: jpvinoth@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Business Manager: Diane Read Email: dianer@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Parish Secretary: Sam Pullin Email: samp@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Admin Assistant: Viv Adamko Email: viva@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Pastoral Worker: Anna Demetriou Email: AnnaMarieD@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
RCIA Coordinator: Kevin Mark Email: kevinm@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
BULLETIN NOTICES: DUE BY: Thursdays @ 1.00pm Email: rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au    Phone: 5222 1977 

MASS TIMES 
WEEKDAY MASS 

10.00am Tuesday – Saturday 

ROSARY recited prior to Mass 

RECONCILIATION 
After 10am Mass Saturday 

SATURDAY 

6.00pm (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 

7.30am; 9.30am; 11.00am; 

12.30pm (Polish) 

NOVENA to OUR LADY of 

PERPETUAL HELP 

Wednesdays after 10am Mass 

NOVENA to ST ANTHONY 

Tuesdays after 10am Mass 

ADORATION OF BLESSED 
SACRAMENT & DIVINE  

MERCY CHAPLET 
Thursday at 9.00am 

                                                   

Historical Context – The Advent Wreath            © Greg Sunter (excerpt) 
One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the wreath.  
The encircling wreath is symbolic of God without beginning or end and the green 
foliage represents our hope in God. There are usually five candles  
in the wreath, a central white candle representing the light of Christ that came 
into the world and then four outside candles that are usually purple and rose 
coloured. Here at St Mary’s, we use only the 4 outside candles on our traditional 
wreath, lighting the appropriate candle each week. 
The first candle is generally symbolic of hope. The second is peace.  
The third candle – the rose or pink candle, lit on Gaudete Sunday – celebrates 
the joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. And the fourth candle 
symbolises love. The progressive lighting of the candles marks our journey 
towards the Nativity. 
 

CHRISTMAS AT THE BASILICA - December dates for 2025  
Sat. December 13th: Seniors Anointing Mass and cuppa in the Narthex –  10am.  
Tues. December 16th:  2nd Rite Reconciliation Service – 7.30pm.  
Wed. December 17th: Christmas Memorial Mass – 7.30pm.  
You are invited to submit names of those deceased to be prayed for at this 
Mass. Those passed away in the past 12 months will be on screen and those 
passed away more than 12 months ago will be placed in our Prayer Basket and 
brought up as offering for the Mass. Please clearly indicate ‘12’ or ‘12++’ beside 
the names submitted, and also let us know if you will be attending the Mass. 
Email: admin@stmarysgeelong.com.au or call the Office: 5222 1977 
 

Christmas Eve Masses: Wednesday December 24th: 6pm; 8pm; Polish Mass – 
9.30pm; and Carols at 11.30pm, followed by Midnight Mass (12am).  
Christmas Day Masses: Thursday December 25th: 7.30am; 9.30am; 11am and 
Polish Mass @ 12.30pm. 

mailto:rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au
mailto:admin@stmarysgeelong.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

BASILICA OPEN TIMES ARE:  
Monday 10.00am – 5.00pm;  
Tuesday - Friday, 9.00am – 5.00pm.  
Open on the weekend for Saturday 10.00am Mass, 
followed by Reconciliation; Baptisms & Weddings, 
occasional weekend MAB concerts and for our 
regular Saturday Vigil & Sunday morning Masses.  
SEE THE FRONT PAGE FOR MASS TIME DETAILS. 

 
**NOTICE** The Basilica Toilets are not for 
public use and will only be opened up during 
Mass times for use by those attending Mass. 

ADVENT BOOKLET 2025: ‘The Promise’ 
This year's Advent and Christmas booklet from the 
Diocese of Wollongong, with the theme  “The 
Promise” is now available, but there are few left. 
Illustrated with full-colour religious artwork,  
it provides daily Scripture references and 
reflections for each day of the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas through to the Baptism of the Lord 
on January 11th, 2026. Available from the Piety Stall 
or Parish Office at $6.00 per copy. 

GOD'S WORD 2026: Daily Reflections Liturgical 
Diary is designed to help you keep the Word of 
God close to your heart in daily life, to be source 
for prayer and to prepare for Mass.  
Available from the Parish Office and Piety Gift 
Stall @ $22.00 per copy 
 A JOURNEY OF HOPE: VATICAN II AND THE PATH 

OF SYNODALITY - AN AFTERNOON OF FAITH, 
FELLOWSHIP, AND REFLECTION You are all warmly 
invited to an inspiring afternoon with Rev. Dr Max 
Vodola, who will explore the lasting significance of 
Vatican II and its influence on the Church’s journey of 
synodality, linked with the Jubilee Year of Hope 2025.  
             Sunday, December 7th        3:00pm 
    Our Lady Star of the Sea Church 
68 John Dory Drive, Ocean Grove VIC 3226 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND NATIVITY ENACTMENT 
A warm invitation is extended to everyone. 
              Sunday December 7th       6.30pm.  
    St Thomas Aquinas Church, 51 Plume St, 
Norlane. Event followed by a social supper.  
All are welcome. Please bring a plate to share.  
 

Peace, joy, and blessings to you this 
Christmas season! from St. Sebastian 
Syromalabar Mission Geelong. The Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church originated from India 
and is one of the 23 Eastern (Oriental) Catholic 
Churches and the largest of the Saint Thomas 
Christian (Nazrani) denominations with 5 million 
believers across the world. Regular liturgical 
services are celebrated at St. Margaret's Church 
in East Geelong, with Fr Sijeesh as chaplain.  
You are warmly invited you to attend this year’s  
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND ECUMENICAL 
FELLOWSHIP – CAROL OF THE BELLS 2025. 
             Sunday December 21st         5:30pm 
    Geelong West Town Hall, 153 Pakington 
Street, Geelong West.  
This event seeks to celebrate Christmas in unity 
with the diverse communities of faith alongside 
the Syro Malabar parish community. If you have 
any questions or require further information, 
please reach out to the event coordinator:  
Babu Varghese 0449 079 134 
 

Thank you to all who have donated towards 
support of Mary Immaculate in Viqueque. 
Your generosity helps improve the lives  
of so many people in this faith community, and is 
graciously received and greatly appreciated. 
Donations for 2025 reached $2965.00, made up 
from individual donations and from Café Light. 

Sunday December 7th is the last Café Light 
session for 2025 (10.30am – 12.30pm). 

Thank you to SHC staff and students  
for running it so successfully, and to you,  

the patrons, for regularly supporting the Café. 

GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS CLUB: 
 You are warmly invited to a social get-together 
for food and friends for dinner for December. 
Date: Tuesday December 9th.  Time: 6.00pm  
Venue: Great Western Hotel, Bistro, cnr 
Aberdeen St & Shannon Ave, Newtown. Cost: 
Purchase of meals and drinks at your own cost. 
As we need to know numbers to make the 
booking, if you wish to attend please RSVP by 
phone or text to Joan 0429 215 111 or Michael 
0431 959 584 by Friday December 5th.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S PARISH PANTRY 
Address: 150 Yarra St. Geelong 

Pantry operating days and times are:  
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 1pm – 3pm. 

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK  
"A single act of kindness throws out roots in all 
directions, and the roots spring up and make new 
trees" - Amelia Earhart.  

JOKE FOR THE DAY 

St Mary’s Parish - 1% CLUB QUESTION  
The answer to last week’s question is: FIFTY 
 

New 1% CLUB QUESTION  
Mary’s mother has 6 children, April, May, June, July, 
August & who? 

Music Ministry - Parish Choirs 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH JUNIOR CHOIR The last 2 
practices for the year, in preparation for the next 
Mass, will be held in the Hibernian Hall on Friday 
@ 3.30pm and. Next Mass: Dec. 24th @ 6pm 
 

MIXTURES ADULT CHOIR Come Join Us!! 
Next Mass: December 14th @ 11am. Practice is 
held at 9.30am on the Sunday of the scheduled 
Mass, prior to the Mass. If you are interested to join 
the choir, please call 5222 1977 or email Rebecca: 
rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
 

BASILICA CHOIR:  New members welcome. 
Next Mass: November 30th @ 9.30am 
For more information or details please email: 
jbashiruddin@bigpond.com  
 

MUSIC AT THE BASILICA 
136 Yarra Street, Geelong presents 

Handel’s monumental “Messiah”. 
Date: Sun Dec. 7th, 2025 *4:00 pm - 7:00 pm*  

SOLD OUT 
 

    CALLING ALL SINGERS!     
Do you enjoy singing? Maybe join our BASILICA 
CHOIR as they prepare for this year’s Christmas 
Carols & Midnight Mass.  
No previous experience is needed - just a love of 
music and a willing heart!  All are warmly 
welcome!  Phone or text Jane on 0447 238 432  
if you would like to know more information. 
 
If you would like to join the MIXTURES CHOIR for 
the 8pm Christmas Mass please email Rebecca: 
rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au  
to indicate interest. Or you can just turn up to the 
scheduled rehearsals. 
Thursday December 11th and 18th  6pm – 8pm 
in the Hibernian Hall, 150 Yarra St, Geelong.  
All music provided. Just bring along your voice. 
 

RADIO MASS  
Broadcast brought to you by  
St Mary’s Parish, Geelong  
@ 10.00am Sunday on PULSE FM 94.7.  
  

 

Discover the joy and stillness of the season 
FREE ADVENT ORGAN RECITALS 

held each Monday of Advent from  
12.30pm - 1.15pm  

at the Basilica of St Mary of the Angels. 
These uplifting midday performances offer a 

beautiful moment of reflection amid the 
busyness of December, showcasing the colours 

and power of the Basilica’s pipe organ in the 
hands of four excellent organists. 

Monday December 1st -  Victoria Hay 
Monday December 8th -  Jack Stacey 

Monday December 15th -  Tom Healey 
Monday December 22nd -  Frank De Rosso 

 

mailto:rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au
mailto:rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au


https://www.facebook.com/St-Mary-of-the-Angels-Parish-103118478011107/ 
‘Follow’ the page and like our updates & articles. A great way to keep in touch. 

You can also visit our regularly updated and very informative webpage: www.stmarysgeelong.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIMES Commentator Reader Special Ministers Welcomers Main Collector 
6.00pm 
VIGIL 

 Margot  Caroline Gael  
Vicki 

Maree Q Vince 

7.30am Barry Annette Margi 
Barry 

Carlo Lachlan 

9.30am Peter Maree Vicki 
Clare 
Ann S 

Anna Mick 

11.00am Domenica Rosemary Slavica 
Lina 
Pamela 

Ivan & Karlo Michael 

AV  OPERATOR 6.00pm VIGIL 7.30am 9.30am 11.00am 
   Rebecca Jack Dominic Georgia 

Children’s Liturgy November 30 December 7 December 14 December 21 
 

11.00am MASS  
Domenica 
Liz 

Ella 
Kerry 

Final CLOW for 2025 
Slavica & Nina 

xxx No CLOW 
School Holidays 

AS A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:   

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Joseph Flynn, Elsie Carty, Jill Dalziel 
  

CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:  Alfredo Abellana, Helen Karnilowicz, Milan Stante,  
Claudio “Claude” Callegher, Celie Moloney, Patricia Wakefield, Betty Minutillo, Marie Elise Turner,  
Emilia La Spada, Zoltan Farago, Trish Virgona, Carlota Fernandes, Josella McDougall, Kevin O’Dowd,  
Terence Carman  Month Mind: Rosemary King, Mario Tatasciore, David Stawicki, Bessie Pike 
   

ALL THOSE IN OUR PARISH WHO ARE UNWELL:  
  

Loving God, we pray that you will be comfort in their suffering, and lead them to know your healing grace, 

As they place their trust in you, grant them peace of mind, body and spirit.  Amen.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

‘St Mary of the Angels Parish’ is our official Facebook page for the people of our 
Parish to stay connected. Receive updates and posts, and view & read daily reflections. 

  

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Year A – December 7, 2025 

Readings for next week: 

Isaiah 11: 1 - 10;   Romans 15: 4 - 9;   Matthew 3: 1 - 12 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY [CLOW] - FILL OUT YOUR REGISTRATION TODAY!! 
 

Scan this QR code to access the CHILDREN’S LITURGY REGISTRATION FORM.  
[For children Grade 2 – Grade 6] Children are required to be fully registered, and forms submitted 
prior to sessions. A form must be submitted at least once per year, and updated per school term, 
if any of your circumstances/details change. THE LAST CLOW for 2025 is on December 14th.  
 

ST. JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL CHAPEL MASS: Every Thursday at 11.30am 

 
                                                         RADIO MASS BROADCAST: SUNDAY 10am on The Pulse FM  94.7   

  


