NEWS
from our Partner-Parish: Mary Immaculate, Viqueque, East Timor.
“A little for some is a lot for others.”
The following summary was published by Micah Australia (www.micahaustralia.org/) in the week following the
major flood (4th April 2021) in Dili:

What about Viqueque? How was our partner-parish, Mary Immaculate, affected by the flood and
cyclonic winds? Fr Evaristo Antonio Da Costa (Parish Priest in Viqueque) reports that although the
“seasonal” rain has been severe in recent weeks, the people in the Viqueque district are safe. Many families
have relatives in Dili affected by the flood. He reports that even if they were free to travel (they are currently in
lockdown), the condition of the roads throughout East Timor following the rain would make this dangerous.
Schools, churches and daily business operations ceased in East Timor over a month ago in response to a new
outbreak of Covid-19.

What can we here in Geelong do to help? First, try to stay informed. There have been many references to
the recent weather events in Indonesia and East Timor in the media. The Australian Embassy in Dili is working
with the Timorese Government to provide emergency support to the people in Dili directly affected by the
disaster, with a focus on providing clean water.
Through its Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Australian Government has said that it will provide further
assistance, if called upon by the Timorese Government.

Roads, bridges and buildings were destroyed in the flood waters
around Dili. Thousands of people lost their homes.

Former Prime Minister and Timorese hero, Mr Xanana Gusmao,
joins in helping the people affected by the flood.

How St Mary’s Parish Geelong can help: Donations can be left at the Parish Office and will be transferred to
Fr Evaristo Antonio Da Costa (Parish Priest) via our “Viqueque Parish Account.” Thank you so much for your
prayers and support.

