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REFLECTION ON THE SCRIPTURES                       © Richard Leonard SJ 
  
At Rome, during the 16th Century, the most famous confessor in town was  

St Philip Neri. Popes and paupers sought his counsel and spiritual direction.  

One day a famous Duchess came to him and confessed the sin of gossip.  

Philip Neri told her to go home and get a feather pillow and return to the steps 

of the Church. Some time later he met her there and produced a small knife. 

He told the noblewoman to rip open the pillow. As she did, the swirling wind in 

the square picked up the loose feathers and they danced around the square 

and down the lanes.  

St Philip and the Duchess watched in silence as the feathers went everywhere. 

He then turned to her and said, "Now, go and collect all the feathers."  

To which she protested, "They have gone everywhere, I couldn't possibly find 

and regather them." "So too with your tongue, Madam," St Philip scolded her,  

"You have no idea where your gossip goes and you can never unsay it."  

In today's Gospel Jesus teaches us that our words reflect the state of our 

hearts.  

Psychologists tell us that there are three main reasons why people habitually 

gossip, or 'share the news' as Australian men prefer to call it: power, envy  

and boredom.  

To know something about someone else can put us in a more powerful  

position with friends or colleagues. By being able to share what we have 'just 

heard', we are seen to be current and interesting. But this type of power is  

destructive because our friends normally assume that when they are absent 

they are maltreated in the same way. Gossipers have more alliances than 

friendships. The most malicious gossip often comes out of envy. Envious  

gossip often sees people make things up about others and pass it off as 

though it were true. The worst of tabloid newspapers, television and radio 

trades on this destructive vice. There is no place for the 'rumour file' in the 

Christian life. Sometimes, when a company or person have to deny the false 

accusations made about them, we get what we want – their reputations are 

tarnished and even their business can be in danger. No wonder medieval  

theologians called envy a 'deadly sin'.  

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C - February 27, 2022 

Readings for this week:  
Sirach 27: 4 - 7;    1 Corinthians 15: 54 - 58;    Luke 6: 39 - 45  

NOVENA to OUR LADY of  

PERPETUAL HELP 

Wednesdays after 10.00am Mass 

 NOVENA to ST. ANTHONY 

Tuesdays after 10.00am Mass 

ADORATION OF BLESSED  

SACRAMENT & DIVINE  

MERCY CHAPLET 

Thursday at 9.00am 

MASS TIMES   

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

10.00am Tuesday - Saturday 

ROSARY recited prior to Mass 

RECONCILIATION 

After 10.00am Mass Saturday 

SATURDAY 

6.00pm (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 

7.30am; 9.30am; 11.00am;   

12.30pm (Polish) 

 

PIETY STALL GIFT STALL  
 

NOW OPEN 

Mondays to Fridays:  

10.30am - 1.00pm,  

Sundays: 10.15am -12.15pm.  

Closed on Saturdays. 

http://www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/
mailto:Kevin@stmarysgeelong.com.au


 
Vinnies NILS  

offers applicants on a low 
income NO INTEREST 
LOANS - up to $1,500  
for essential goods and 

services.   
Visit our website for 
more information: 

www.nilsgeelong.com.au 
or call us on 5229 8829 

 

IT Tech help 
@ Your Home 

Call: 0408 525 151 

 MASKS AT THE BASILICA  
 

 The restrictions for wearing 

 masks has changed. (Friday  

 February 25, 11:59pm) 

 It is no longer mandatory to  

 wear masks inside in certain  

 areas, including in the Basilica. 

 We encourage you - for health 

 and safety reasons, and to  

 protect yourself and others in 

the community - to continue wearing a mask whilst  

attending Mass or visiting, especially if you cannot  

safely social distance and feel you need to. We ask you 

to continue keeping in mind social distancing where 

possible, and clean your hands using soap and water 

regularly, and use the sanitizer provided.  

ST MARY’S PARISH LENTEN GROUP 

The Parish Lenten group will meet each Tuesday  

during Lent, beginning this coming Tuesday, March 

1st, immediately following the 10.00 am Mass in  

St Mary's Basilica. The meeting will be held in  the  

Sodality Room (the room situated on the side of the 

Basilica, to the left of the Sanctuary behind the Altar.) 

For further information email:  

www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/lent_2022 

Please note: we  will not be holding the Monday 

evening group.  

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES  

Mass for Ash Wednesday - March 2, 2022 - will be  

celebrated at 10.00am and in the evening at 7.30pm 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM ENROLMENTS 

Please contact us to enrol in our After School  

Sacramental Program for First Eucharist and  

Reconciliation. Class start dates are still to be set.  

Please call the Parish Office: 5222 1977 during the 

week or send an email to:  

AnnaMarieD@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

Will be held here at the Basilica at 11.00am on Friday 

March 4, 2022. Please note the change of venue  

(in previous years it has been held at Wesley) 

This year the theme is: “I know the plans I have for 

you” prepared by the people of England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. The guest speaker is Fr Jim Clarke. 

Everyone is most welcome to attend.  

For further information and details please call:  

Sue O’Donoghue on mobile: 0429 784 331 

ALTERNATIVE ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES - 

Norlane Parish 

St John Evangelist, 19 St David Street, Rippleside and 

St Thomas Aquinas, 51 Plume Street, Norlane.  

@St John 10.00am and @St Thomas 5.00pm 

Lenten Devotion for Fridays in Lent 

@ St John Evangelist, Rippleside - 10.00am Mass  

followed by Stations of The Cross. 
FRIENDS OF FAITH AND LIGHT, GEELONG 
Time: Saturday, 12 March, 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm 
Venue: Pioneer Room, St Mary’s Parish Centre, 150  
Yarra Street, Geelong. 
Faith & Light provides Christian friendship and  
support for those with disability, their families, friends 
and other supporters. All are welcome. We gather for 
prayer, sharing & afternoon tea. Our theme for this 
meeting will be Lent. Please RSVP to Tricia O’Keeffe 
on mobile 0414 672 267 or email  
patriciaok65@gmail.com 
For further information: www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/
friends_of_faith_and_light_geelong 

Boredom, however, is a modern cause for gossip.  

Our relationships and the way in which we hold each 

other's trust and good name to be paramount, are  

undermined by images from the media about how  

exciting life should be for everyone. Scene after scene 

in novels, television programs and films where  

confidences are betrayed and lives are raked over for 

comment and intrigue fill in the boredom in our lives 

with a distorted portrayal of human behaviour.  

The more we take it in, the more we mirror it in our 

own conduct.  

Jesus does not tell us today that there is no place for 

criticism, challenge, confrontation and correction in the 

Christian life. Just that we have the responsibility to 

very careful about what we say about others and how 

we criticise and condemn them. Jesus reminds us that 

most of our condemnation of others, is what we now 

call, "projection", where we ignore similar failings in 

ourselves, but roundly condemn them in others.  

May this Eucharist, then, help all of us let go of the 

need to be powerful, the deadly sin of envy and be 

more creative with what we do when we are bored. 

May it help us make better choices about how we 

speak, to whom we speak and what we say.  

St Philip Neri knew it all too well: most times we cannot 

know the consequences of what we say and we can 

never unsay it.  

TOURS OF THE BASILICA We are pleased to  
announce the resumption of tours of the Basilica.   
If you are interested please call the Parish Office on 
5222 1977 or email dianer@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/no-interest-loan-scheme
http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/no-interest-loan-scheme
http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/
mailto:patriciaok65@gmail.com
https://www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/friends_of_faith_and_light_geelong
https://www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/friends_of_faith_and_light_geelong


 

 

 
 

 
 

172 Fyans Street,  
South Geelong 

 

Phone: 5221 4222 

 
 
 

165 West Fyans St, 
Newtown VIC 3220 

Ph: 5221 2511    

Fax: 5221 3081 

www.sctechnologygroup.com.au 

QUOTE OF THE DAY  
 

Words are like keys. If you choose them correctly, you 
can open a heart and close a mouth. - Anonymous 
 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 

MUSIC AT THE BASILICA 
Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels,  

136 Yarra St, Geelong. 
 

12TH ANNUAL WINDFIRE MUSIC FESTIVAL  
Friday March 11, 2022 to Sunday March 22, 2022 

Or visit the website: https://musicatthebasilica.org.au/
music-festival/ for further information & details 

 

Festival Workshops and Concerts 
Click on the link provided here for the Festival PDF 

https://musicatthebasilica.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/2022-Festival-Booklet.pdf 

 

Friday April 8, 2022 - 8.00pm 
 

WINDFIRE CHOIR & ORCHESTRA - Easter Concert 
“SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST” - by Theodore 
Dudois. Tickets: $50 Adult, $45 Senior, $40  
Concession; children and school students - free.  
Tickets are available on: www.trybooking.com/BVVOO 
or can be purchased at the door. 

PARISH PANTRY - OPEN 
Address: 150 Yarra St. Geelong. 

Pantry operating days and times are: Tuesday,  
Wednesday & Friday between 1.00pm - 3.00pm. 

PIETY GIFT STALL -  HELP REQUIRED 

To continue this valued service, to both our  

parishioners and the Geelong community, we are 

calling for Volunteers to assist our team on  Sundays, 

Mondays and Thursdays. If you would like to join our 

team, please call the Parish Office 5222 1977 or 

Mary Stow 5221 3349. 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS AT SUNDAY MASSES 

Readers, Collectors, Welcomers, AV-Sound  

Operators and Flower Arrangers. Under the current 

restrictions all volunteers must be fully vaccinated  

and must hold a current WWC. Please contact the 

Parish Office: 5222 1977 during the week. 

ROOM TO LET Furnished. $130pw. Own Fridge, TV 

and DVD player. Own Lounge Room, Bathroom and 

Toilet. House has heating and cooling and a washing 

machine for use. No extra Bills. Please phone Robert 

Horner on 5251 5819  

CLONARD COLLEGE OPEN DAY 

Tuesday 15 March until Friday 18 March. 

Multiple Information and tour sessions. Bookings are 

essential and can be done via www.clonard.vic.edu.au   

Enrolments for Year 7 close on Friday 6 May 2021. 

RED CROSS - A CALL FOR HELP 

Australian Red Cross are seeking volunteers in the 

Geelong Region.  We currently have a shortage of 

male volunteers. A few elderly men have requested a 

male visitor who they feel they can better relate to.  

If you have time to spare and room in your heart for 

an elderly member of our community, we would love 

to hear from you. People can apply for the volunteer 

role on the Red Cross website during the month of 

February/March 

https://volunteering.redcross.org.au/cw/en/

job/497811/community-visiting-scheme-volunteer-

geelong   You can also contact Rose Jackson, CVS 

Program Officer: Email:  rjackson@redcross.org.au 

or phone 0419 151 830. 
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER FOR BAPTISMS 
i shot that photo. baby 
Portraits. Events. Fashion: Simon Stein: 0427 640 626 
Email: ishotthatphotobaby@gmail.com 

ST MARY’S BASILICA CHOIR IS CURRENTLY 
LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS. 
JOIN US AS WE GET READY TO SING FOR  
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER. Rehearsals are held in 
the Sodality Room on Thursdays from 7pm to 9 pm. 
Enter from the Haymarket carpark behind the  
Basilica. Call Jeannette on: 0408 305868 for more 
details, or come up and talk to a choir member after 
9.30am Mass. There is no membership fee.  
 

IT’S YOUR CHOIR - JUST JOIN AND SING! 



‘St Mary of the Angels Parish’ is our official Facebook page for the people of our 
Parish to stay connected. Receive updates and posts, and view & read daily reflections.  

https://www.facebook.com/St-Mary-of-the-Angels-Parish-103118478011107/  ‘Follow’ the page and like our  
updates & reflections. A good way to stay in touch. 
 

You can also visit our regularly updated and very informative webpage: www.stmarysgeelong.com.au  
 

On the webpage we include updates & current Parish information,  
Daily Reflections, Prayers, images, links and even something for the kids. Everything you need to know about our 
faith community. 

VOTED 

CENTRA  
(PREVIOUSLY ‘THE CARRINGTON HOTEL’) 

MULTIPLE SIZED FUNCTION SPACES 
PERFECT FOR PRE & POST WEDDINGS / 

CHRISTENINGS / WAKES etc. 

OPEN LUNCH & DINNER 

Tues-Sun from 12pm. 

5224 1515 - info@centrahotel.com.au 

 

Thinking of retirement? 

Let’s chat. 

Experts in SMSFs & Centrelink Admin  

 

    PAKO WEST 
 

           THE BEST 
 

               Join the locals and 
                 get real quality service 

 
1000 Free Car Park spaces 

TIMES Commentator Reader Special Ministers Collector Welcomers 

6.00pm 

VIGIL 
Denis Turnbull xx tbc Denis Turnbull 

Margot  Jarman 

Norm Read Diane Read 

7.30am  Barry Leith Mike McGovern Rosa Marino 

Barry Leith 

Jennifer Wolfe Bridgette  

Henderson/ Carlo 

9.30am Des Guinane Clevon Peris Jennifer Guinane 

Erminia Ficca 

Geoff Johnston Cathy Whelan 

11.00am 

 
Georgia 

Cowdery 

Santina Taranto Liz Bauer 

Pamela Cowdery 

Vin McDermott Domenica Croce 

AS A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Maria Rosa Marafioti, Giovanni ‘John’ Gumina, Pamela Sullivan,  

Marie Nielson, Laurance Hodgkinson, Sophie Van Amersfoorth, Antonio Romero 
 

CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH: Richard Lyzwa, Hamish Parke, Giuseppe Campanile,  

Roma Virgona, Domenico Pirera, Jack Magher, Ines Angelucci, Vilma Cioch, Danilo Felasco, Vincenzo Alo, 

Eufemia Alo, Rose Brennan, Charles & Patricia Perry MONTH MIND: Giuseppina Burgio 
  

THOSE IN OUR PARISH WHO ARE UNWELL:  Kim Rhodes, Gary Read, Michael Carroll, Anna Smoes 
 

Loving God, we pray that you will be comfort in their suffering, and lead them to know your healing grace, 

As they place their trust in you, grant them peace of mind, body and spirit.  Amen.   

TIMES 6.00pm 7.30am 9.30am 11.00am 

 

AV–SOUND OPERATOR 
David Bowman Keith Almond David Bowman/Marcia Rebecca Hay 

 First Week of Lent - Year C - March 6, 2022 

     Readings for next week:    

Deuteronomy 26: 4 - 10;    Romans 10: 8 - 13;    Matthew 4: 4  

 
 
 
 
 

Our patients have voted us first  in Emergency Care 

 

St John of God Emergency Department 
OPEN 24 HOURS 

St. John of God Hospital Chapel Mass: Every Thursday at 11.30am 
 

 

RADIO MASS BROADCAST:  

SUNDAY 7am on Light FM 89.9  & 10am on The Pulse FM  94.7   


