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Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year B - December 24, 2023 

Readings for this week:  
2 Samuel 7: 1-5. 8-12. 14. 16;  Romans 16: 25-27;  Luke 1: 26-38  

(Regular schedule from Jan. 2, 2024) 

MASS TIMES  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

10.00am Tuesday - Saturday 

ROSARY recited prior to Mass 

RECONCILIATION 

After 10.00am Mass Saturday 

SATURDAY 

6.00pm (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 

7.30am; 9.30am; 11.00am;   

12.30pm (Polish) 

PIETY GIFT STALL  

OPEN Sunday Dec 24  

10.15am -12.15pm.  

See notice for full details of 

Christmas New Year closure. 

In the spirit of reconciliation the Parish of St Mary of the Angels, Geelong acknowledges the Waddawarrung people, the Traditional Owners  

and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present  

and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today. 

                                        150 Yarra St, Geelong 3220   Ph: 03 5222 1977    
 

Website: www.stmarysgeelong.com.au       E-mail: admin@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

Parish Priest:             Fr James Clarke PP E-mail: frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

Assistant Priest: Fr Jude Johnson Email: j.johnson@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

Business Manager:   Mrs Diane Read Email: dianer@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

Parish Secretaries:          Mrs Joanne McMahon  
Mrs Vivienne Adamko 

Email: joannem@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
Email: viva@stmarysgeelong.com.au  

Pastoral Worker:        Ms Anna Demetriou Email: AnnaMarieD@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

RCIA  Coordinator: Mr Kevin Mark Email: Kevin@stmarysgeelong.com.au  

Bulletin Notices: Due by: Thursday 1.00pm Email: rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au or call Parish Office: 5222 1977 

 

Helloworld Travel Highton 
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Saturday 10-4pm 

83 Barrabool Road, Highton VIC 3216 
P +61 (03) 5243 9311     

E: highton@helloworld.com.au  

The PIETY GIFT STALL will be open on December 24; 10.15am - 12.15pm.  

After that date, for Christmas and the New Year, it will be closed. It will open 

again in the first week of February 2024 - on Thursday February 1 at 10.30am. 

*SEE NOTICE INSIDE BULLETIN 
FOR CHANGED MASS TIMES* 

NOVENA to OUR LADY of  

PERPETUAL HELP 

Wednesdays after 10.00am Mass 

 NOVENA to ST. ANTHONY 

Tuesdays after 10.00am Mass 

ADORATION OF BLESSED  

SACRAMENT & DIVINE  

MERCY CHAPLET 

Thursday at 9.00am 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2024 
  

At this time of the year we take the opportunity to reflect on the past 

twelve months. What we did, what we didn’t do,  

and what we could have done. We also look forward to the new year,  

with all of its challenges and expectations. 

Christmas is our time to reflect on our relationship with family and friends 

and especially our relationship with the Lord. At Christmas time we hear 

the phrase “the spirit of Christmas”. For us the “spirit of Christmas” is the 

Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that fills Mary with the life to which she will 

give birth, the Son of God, the “Saviour of the world”. The Holy Spirit 

gives us life and will bring healing into our troubled lives. 

The First Nations people of Australia believed that the “Great Spirit” 

dwelled in our land. The Great Spirit is the Holy Spirit.  

The early Spanish and Portuguese explorers named our island continent, 

the “Great South land of the Holy Spirit”. 

May the Holy Spirit, the spirit of love and peace, the spirit of the Father  

and the Son, be with you and your families as we celebrate the feast of 

the incarnation, the birth of our saviour this Christmas, 

On behalf of Fr. Jude, the Parish team and myself, we wish you all  

a very happy and holy Christmas. 

- (Fr.) Jim Clarke -   

http://www.stmarysgeelong.com.au/
mailto:Kevin@stmarysgeelong.com.au
mailto:rochelle.highton@helloworld.com.au


OUR CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus 

so that we may share in the song of the Angels; the 

gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the 

wise men.  Close the door of hatred and open the 

door of love all over the world. Let kindness come 

with every gift, and good desires with every greeting.   

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ 

brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be 

your children, and the Christmas evening bring us to 

our beds with grateful hearts.  Amen.         

RADIO MASS Broadcast brought to you by  
St Mary’s Parish, Geelong. 10.00am Sunday  

morning on PULSE FM 94.7 

CENTRA  
(PREVIOUSLY ‘THE CARRINGTON HOTEL’) 

MULTIPLE SIZED FUNCTION SPACES 
PERFECT FOR PRE & POST WEDDINGS / 

CHRISTENINGS / WAKES etc. 

OPEN LUNCH & DINNER 

Tues-Sun from 12pm. 

5224 1515 - info@centrahotel.com.au 

A goal without a plan is just a wish. 
 

What are your 2023 business goals?  
 

Let’s chat.  
 

www.patrickrowan.com.au 

 

PAKO WEST 
 

COME & ENJOY  
VILLAGE SHOPPING  
AT ITS VERY BEST 

 

Local Business Owners 

5 Banks  
Free Car parking 

1000 spaces 

COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS AND DIVINE 
MERCY CALENDARS  
We now have these calendars available for purchase 
from the Piety Gift Stall on Sunday December 24, 
and afterwards will be available solely from the  
Parish Office from January 2, 2024. 
Divine Mercy Calendars 2024: $12.00 each 

Columban Art Calendars 2024: $10.00 each 

CD - “I CALL YOUR NAME” by Rebecca Hay  

LAST CHANCE FOR 2023 

The CD is available for purchase at the Piety Gift 

Stall on Sunday Dec 24. CDs are: $20 per copy.  

It features the song written for Fr Jim: “I will be your 

Shepherd”, and many other beautiful songs written 

by Rebecca. The CD “Melodies of Christmas” - 

first released in 2006 by Rebecca, is also available at 

the Piety Gift Stall. $20ea. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES  
 

Christmas Eve December 24, 2023 

6.00pm Family Mass; 8.00pm Mass; 9.30pm Polish 

Mass; 11.45pm Pre-Mass Christmas Carols;  

Midnight Mass (12am) 
 

Christmas Day December 25, 2023 

7.30am Mass; 9.30am Mass; 11.00am Mass; 

12.30pm Polish Mass. 
 

Boxing Day December 26, 2023 

There will be no 10am Weekday Mass. A Polish 

Mass will be held at 12.30pm. (after which the  

Basilica will be closed for the rest of the day) 
 

Weekday Masses between Christmas & the New 

Year The Basilica will be closed all of Wednesday 

Dec. 27 and Thursday Dec. 28. It will open on  

Friday Dec. 29 for the 10am Weekday Mass only. 
 

Saturday Dec. 30 - 10am Mass with Reconciliation 

afterwards.  

Saturday Dec. 30 - 6.00pm Vigil Mass  

Sunday Dec. 31 - 7.30am; 9.30am; 11am; Polish 

12.30pm will be celebrated.  

Sunday Dec. 31 - Please note: there is no evening 

Mass scheduled for New Years Eve. 
 

New Years Day - the Solemnity of Mary  

January 1, 2024 

Mass will be celebrated at 10am, and there will be a 

Polish Mass at 12.30pm. After these 2 Masses the 

Basilica will close for the day. 
 

Tuesday January 2, 2024. The weekday 10am 

Masses, Rosary and Adorations will resume as per 

regular schedule. (details on the front of the Bulletin) 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSING TIMES  

The Parish Office is closed from December 22, and 

will remain closed over Christmas and the New Year. 

It will open from Tuesday January 2, 2024. Office 

hours for 2024 will be: Mon. - Fri. 8.30am - 5.00pm  
 

If you need to contact our priest/s for an emergency 

end of life or hospital visit, please call 52221977.  

Listen to the voicemail message, which includes the 

after hours mobile number. Thank you. 

To all the Volunteers in the parish who 

have helped us over the year . 

Readers; Special Ministers; Welcomers;  

Collectors; AV operators; Flower ladies; 

Piety Stall assistants; Altar servers;  

Cleaners; Parish Pantry Volunteers;  

Gardening & Maintenance; and all those 

who have put their hand up to help or  

donate items or funds for individual events. 

Thank you for those who contribute  

offerings through our Thanksgiving  

program, directly at the Office and at  

Sunday Masses collections. With your help 

we are able to keep the Basilica open and 

grow our faith together.  



FIRST JOKE OF THE DAY This joke works better if 
you read it out aloud... 
How did Mary & Joseph know exactly that the baby 
Jesus was 2.3kg? They had away in the manger. 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY It is Christmas in the heart 
that puts Christmas in the air. Christmas is forever, not 
just one day; for loving, sharing and giving are not to be 
put away - Norman Wesley Brooks  

CREATE A PLACE OF REMEMBRANCE FOR YOUR 

LOVED ONE/S We invite any who are interested, to  

purchase a Memorial brick which is placed on St Mary’s  

“Memorial Brick Pathway” around the edge of the Basilica 

grounds. Please direct all enquiries/interest to Diane 

(Business Manager) at the Parish Office. Call: 5222 1977 

or email: dianer@stmarysgeelong.com.au  

VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

Become a Volunteer in 2024 
 

Please contact us via email: 

rhay@stmarysgeelong.com.au 

Or you can call the Parish Office  

during the week on 5222 1977. Please ... 

ST MARYS PARISH PANTRY  
Address: 150 Yarra St. Geelong. 

 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPERATING HOURS 

Pantry operating days and times are: Tuesday,  
Wednesday & Friday between 1.00pm - 3.00pm. 

 

Friday December 22 will be the last day of operation  
for the Pantry in 2023. It will close over Christmas and 
the New Year. It will open for regular hours on Tuesday 

January 9th, 2024 at 1pm. 
 

Pantry operating days and times in 2024 are: Tuesday,  
Wednesday & Friday between 1.00pm - 3.00pm. 

ST MARY’S PARISH JUNIOR CHOIR   

Next Mass: Christmas Eve (Dec 24) @ 6.00pm.  
 

MIXTURES ADULT CHOIR Next Mass: Christmas Eve 

December 24 @ 8.00pm.  
 

BASILICA CHOIR  Next Mass: Sunday December 24  

@ 9.30am. And Christmas Eve Carols at 11.45pm  

followed by Christmas Eve Midnight Mass (12am) 

We need your help  
to preserve St Mary’s Basilica  

for future generations. 
 

The Parish receives no funding for the much required  

maintenance and upkeep, and being heritage listed 

makes it more difficult. Our thanksgiving offerings have 

diminished in recent years, and  we find ourselves in a 

position where we need to ask for your help. 
 

Together we can and will build for our future! 
Please consider joining our Thanksgiving program 

where you can automatically directly donate via bank, 

or use the envelope system, and bring along your 

loose change or cash to put in with the Collections at 

our Sunday Masses. Every little bit helps! Thank you. 

SECOND JOKE OF THE DAY  

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST JAMES THE APOSTLE 
 

The 2024 Pilgrimage the journey in-between 
 

Barcelona-Montserrat-Camino Pilgrimage-Santiago de 
Compostela-Madrid-Toledo 

Tuesday September 3 - Wednesday September 25  
 

Small group, fully-escorted pilgrimage for 2024  
BOOK YOUR PLACE TODAY! 

 

For enquiries and more information please call: 

Helloworld Travel Highton 
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Saturday 10-4pm 

83 Barrabool Road, Highton VIC 3216 
P +61 (03) 5243 9311     

E: highton@helloworld.com.au  

OFFER  
AVAILABLE AT 
HELLOWORLD 

TRAVEL 
HIGHTON  

ONLY 

mailto:rochelle.highton@helloworld.com.au


‘St Mary of the Angels Parish’ is our official Facebook page for the people of our 
Parish to stay connected. Receive updates and posts, and view & read daily reflections.  

https://www.facebook.com/St-Mary-of-the-Angels-Parish-103118478011107/  ‘Follow’ the page and like our updates 
& articles. A great way to keep in touch. 
 

You can also visit our regularly updated and very informative webpage: www.stmarysgeelong.com.au  
 

On the webpage we include updates & current Parish information, Daily Reflections, Prayers, images, links  
and even something for the kids. Everything you need to know about our faith community. 

 
Vinnies NILS  

offers applicants on a low 
income NO INTEREST 
LOANS - up to $2,000  
for essential goods and 

services.   
Visit our website for 
more information: 

www.nilsgeelong.com.au 
or call us on 5229 8829 

TIMES Commentator Reader Special Ministers Main Collector Welcomers 

6.00pm 

VIGIL 
Margot Jarman Natalia Barber Margot Jarman 

Gael Perry 

Vince Zavaglia Diane Read 

7.30am  Nola 

Schwidlewski 

Mike McGovern Barry Leith 

Mike McGovern 

Lachlan  

Buchanan 

Bridget  

Henderson 

9.30am Maree Ryan Blake Drever Blake Drever 

Keith Vriens 

Ann Salerno (tbc) 

Geoff Johnston Anna Demetriou 

11.00am 

 
Pamela 

Cowdery 

Slavica Kulic Domenica Croce 

Slavica Kulic 

Nina Tarsitano 

Maria Monea Domenica Croce 

AS A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Paola Tartaglia, Rafael Zakelj, Gemma Salvo (nee Santamaria),  

Brian Merrett 
 

CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH: Luigi Laudadio, Wendy O’Sullivan, John Spurdle, Anthony Borg, 

Thomas Vincent O’Brien, Gabrielle Shanahan, Leanne Williams, Martin Nolan, Casey Hardiman, Damian Walsh,  

Harvey Jones, Ken Scanlon, Margaret Moody, Michael Carmody, Maryann Vella, Frank McCarthy 
  

THOSE IN OUR PARISH WHO ARE UNWELL:  Macy Joy Holmes 
 

Loving God, we pray that you will be comfort in their suffering, and lead them to know your healing grace, 

As they place their trust in you, grant them peace of mind, body and spirit.  Amen.   

TIMES 6.00pm 7.30am 9.30am 11.00am 

 

AV–SOUND OPERATOR 
Rebecca Hay Barry Leith Andrew DeAngelis Joan Belleville 

 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  - Year B - December 31, 2023 

Readings for next week:    

Sirach 3: 2 - 6. 12 - 14;    Colossians 3: 12 - 21;   Luke 2: 22 - 40   

St. John of God Hospital Chapel Mass:  

Every Thursday at 11.30am 
 

RADIO MASS BROADCAST:  

SUNDAY 7am on Light FM 89.9  & 10am on The Pulse FM  94.7   

Our patients have voted us first  in 
Emergency Care 

 

St John of God Emergency 

http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/no-interest-loan-scheme
http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/no-interest-loan-scheme
http://www.nilsgeelong.com.au/

