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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR A)  -  25th SEPTEMBER, 2011 

“Pushing the boundaries” is a phrase that has been around for quite some years. In essence it refers to efforts to bring about change, and sometimes, but by no means always, improvement.

In sport, it can mean extra effort and better training and equipment resulting in new achievements and new records being set. In business, it can mean a manufacturer or service supplier tests out new ways to reach customers and clients.

But it is when the boundaries are those of good taste, common sense, moral values  and respect for others that “pushing the boundaries” can easily become less attractive, resulting in public controversy and outrage.

There are many Australians, of all political persuasions and of none, who woud have been sceptical of the wisdom and good taste of an incumbent Prime Minister being depicted as the central character of a television “comedy”.  It wasn’t a matter of whether or not the programme was genuinely funny, or even “mildly amusing”. Many viewers considered “At Home With Julia” was neither of these. 

But it was the question of whether or not the personal life of the person who occupies the most important leadership position in the country (and those around her) should be depicted by name and identity in a fictional “comedy” that caused strenuous debate even before the first episode went to air.

But it was the use of the Australian Flag in last Wednesday’s program which prompted the ire of many Australians from many different viewpoints. Was the depiction of the flag “pushing the boundaries” too far? Most commentators, professional and amateur, would seem to think it certainly was.  

But it prompts at least two important questions. First, “What are the boundaries, and why are they there?”, and secondly, “Is it the role of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, whose staff are paid their salaries and wages by the Australian public, to “push the boundaries?”, with no reference whatsoever as to whether or not the Australian taxpayer wants those boundaries “pushed” in the first place.

Flags are extraordinary and emotional symbols. They fly behind Olympic Gold Medal winners. They lead in competitors at the Olympic Games. They are the focus of historic photos, such as the US marines raising the flag on Iwo Jima, or the firefighters amid the rubble of the collapsed World Trade Centre in 2001.

Most importantly, flags drape the coffins of those who have served their country in war, be they troops who have fallen in action, or long-returned service personnel, like 100-year-old Norm Scott, buried from St. Margaret’s Church this week. Both our Australian flag, and those who served under it - for all of us - are worthy of far greater respect than that shown by “our” ABC this week. 

POLE POSITION (first time notices)

IN THE EVENT…. (1): “In the event” that Geelong is playing in the Grand Final next Saturday, the following change will affect our Mass schedule.
There will be no Saturday 5.00pm Mass at Christ the King Church, Newcomb.

In addition to the usual 6.00pm Mass at St. Mary’s, there will be an additional Mass (also at St. Mary’s) at 7.30pm.
IN THE EVENT…. (2): “In the (happy) event” of a Geelong Premiership on October 1, there will be an Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving in St. Mary’s Basilica on either the Tuesday or Wednesday night after the Grand Final, beginning at 7.30pm In both 2007 and 2009, the Grand Final wins brought great happiness to many people throughout the Geelong region, including many who are sick, struggling or challenged on many fronts. Similar services were held in both 2007 and 2009, and they reflected the sense of genuine thanksgiving to God for all that had been received. All will be welcome. In the meantime, keep praying!!

OUR SECOND “THREE-IN-ONE” COLLECTION will be taken up next week-end, to support (a) CatholicCare (counselling and family support services - 70% of contribution); (b) Apostleship of the Sea (15%) and (c) Work of the Holy Father (Peter’s Pence - 15%).  Your support for these important causes is most appreciated.
ST. MARY’S DERBY DAY FETE—Sat. October 29

Can you help in any of the following areas?

RAFFLE TICKETS have been sent to many parishioners who have sold them in the past. More books are available after Mass.

1st Prize: $2,000 in Coles Myer vouchers, donated by Gartland Real Estate, 2nd Prize: $1,000 in Westfield vouchers, donated by L. Bisinella Developments. 3rd Prize: $500 Tyre voucher, donated by Geelong Tyre & Wheels. Tickets only $1. Drawn at 3.45pm on Fete Day.

Show Bag Stall:  We shall be very grateful for snack-sized packs of potato chips, snack bars, sultanas and chocolate. Donations can be left at the Parish Office.

Collectables Stall: A new stall this year. We need all sorts of “odds and ends” which may be of “special interest”. Special books, toys, pictures, decorations, play and movie programmes etc. 

Jewellery: Another new Stall this year. We have skilled people who can “re-model” donated jewellery. Kerrie Ryan is our Stallholder. Donations to be left at the Parish Office.

FETE DONATIONS TO HALL: Donations for Clothes, Books, Woodwork (including small items of furniture), Bric a Brac, Toys, DVD’s and CD’s, and Collectables can be delivered on Saturdays between 9am and 11am, and on Sundays from 10am to 12noon. and will be gratefully received. It is important to use “common sense” to donate items which are truly “sellable”.

“LET’S TALK JUSTICE” - FORUM ON ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES. Friday October 14, 6.45pm to 9.30pm at Geelong Trades Hall, 127 Myers St., Geelong. A project of the Geelong Young Vincentians. Guest speaker from Amnesty International. E-mail: youngvinniesgeelong@gmail.com, or phone 0432 596 647, or 0425 886 883.
INTERNET STREAMING OF MASS: Each Sunday, the 11am Mass from St. Mary’s is streamed “live” on the internet . To access the Mass, either “live” or “delayed”, go to: www.liveeventstreaming.com.au or you can access this site through the Parish Website/ Masses.  The “User” code is: “sunday”, followed by the month then the day. This week’s Mass is: sunday0925, next week’s: sunday1002 then: sunday1009, etc. The Password is: idostream.

CAFÉ LIGHT—Volunteers are still urgently needed for Café Light to help after the 9.30am & 11.30am Masses. This simply involves serving food & clearing of tables, and general socialising with patrons! Please contact the Parish Office (5222 1977) if you can help.

“ST MARY’S SOCIAL CLUB: 

Mon Sept 26:
Line Dancing - Pioneer Room - 9.30am
Wed Sept 28:
Movie - 1.30pm - ‘By the Light of the Silvery Moon’ 1.30pm Starring Doris Day & Gordon MacRae in a delightful musical comedy. A donation of $5 per head would be appreciated. followed by afternoon tea in the Hibernian Hall

CATHOLIC MISSION has written to acknowledge the contribution of $2,159.40 collected in the Annual Propagation of the Faith Appeal. While this amount is less than the average contribution of around $5,000 prior to last year, St. Mary’s support of our partner parish of Viqueque over the past two years has exceeded $70,000!  Well done and thank you to so many generous supporters.

‘THE MIXTURES’ - St Mary’s newest music group thank you for the great reception you have given them. They would like to extend a warm invitation to all to join them. So if you can sing or play an instrument and wish to be a part of this fun new Adult Parish group, Ph Rebecca  0423 314 724

The Choir of the CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LUBLIN (Poland) will sing in Geelong on Tuesday Sept 27at the White Eagle House (Polish  Community Centre) at 3pm. Admission by donation at the door. All Welcome.

AD2000 October Issue is now available at the Piety Stall $4. Articles include: “World Youth Day Madrid 2011”; “Cardinal Pell: Responsibilities of Church Leadership”; “The Church Around The World”, and much more.


THE SHIRLEY MILLS “PLAZA” THEATRE:

A minimum offering of $3 per head to assist in defraying equipment costs and maintenance is requested for all

Sun Sep 25, 1.30pm “WITNESS” Starring Harrison Ford, Kelly McGillis. A young Amish boy, visiting Philadelphia with his widowed mother, witnesses a murder. The detective in the case discovers a cover up, realizes the boy and his mother are in danger so takes them to hide with the Amish people. M
Fri Sep 30, 7.30pm “THE SIXTH SENSE” starring Bruce Willis, Haley Omant, Toni Colette. Eight year old Cole is haunted by the secret that he is visited by ghosts. A child psychologist , Dr Crowe tries to uncover the ominous truth about the boy. The consequences are a jolt that awakens them both. PG

Sun Oct 2, 1.30pm “LETTERS TO GOD” Starring Jefrfrey Johnson, Robyn Lively. Tyler is an extraordinary 8 year old, surrounded by a loving family. Armed with the courage of his faith, he faces a battle against cancer. He treats God as his friend and pen-pal. His letters to God find their way into the hands of a caring but troubled postman. An inspiring and uplifting story. PG

Fri Oct 7, 7.30pm “THE LINCOLN LAWYER”  Starring Matthew McConaughey. Mickey Haller is a Los Angeles criminal defence lawyer who operates out of the back of his Lincoln. He mostly defends small time criminals until he lands the case of his career, defending a playboy accused of murder. The case suddenly develops into a case of survival for Haller. M language/violence

SCHOOL HOLIDAY MOVIES:

Tues Sept 27, 10.30am & 2pm “RACING STRIPES” An abandoned zebra grows up believing he is a racehorse. With the help of his barnyard friends and a teenage girl , he sets out to achieve the dream of racing with thoroughbreds. PG
Thursday Sept 29, 10.30am & 2pm “KUNG FU PANDA 2” Po is now living is dream as The Dragon Warrior protecting the Valley of Peace, but his new life of awesomeness is threatened by the emergence of a formidable villain, who plans to use a secret weapon to destroy kung fu. Po must look to his past and uncover the secrets of his origins; only then will he be able to unlock the strength he needs to succeed. PG

Tues Oct 4, 10.30am & 2pm “RANGO” Rango is a chameleon living as an ordinary family pet that dreams of being fearless hero, and is challenged to become just that when he inadvertently becomes the sheriff of a lawless desert town called ‘Dirt’. Welcomed as the last hope the town has been waiting for, Rango is forced to play his role to the hilt, until he becomes the hero he once pretended to be. PG

Thurs Oct 6, 10.30am & 2pm “RIO” Blue is a domesticated Macaw who has never learned to fly, and enjoys a comfortable life with his owner and best friend Linda, in the small town of Moose Creek. Blue and Linda think he is the last of his kind, but when they learn of another Macaw who lives in Rio de Janiero, they go there to find Jewel, Blue’s female counterpart. After they arrive Blue and Jewel are kidnapped by bungling smugglers. Blue will have to find the courage to learn to fly in order to escape back to his home. PG
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - This week we would gratefully accept donations of LONG LIFE MILK for St Margaret’s & Christ the King Churches.  At St Mary’s, parishioners are asked to contribute to our pantry supplies staple foods like UHT milk, cereal, baked beans, spaghetti, pasta sauce, etc. would be gratefully accepted.  These can be placed in two green containers in the Parish Office Foyer at 150 Yarra St or Café Light (Sunday mornings). 

ST MARGARETS FRIENDSHIP GROUP:  will meet Wednesday 28th Sept at 10am at Waldron Court. Ph Veronica 5248 3020.

ST JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL AUXILIARY - ANNUAL SPRING LUNCHEON on Wednesday October 5 at Barwon Edge. Guest Speaker: Harpist Peter Roberts. Tickets $40 Ph Jan Kinloch 5244 2724; Maureen Koch 5244 1346 RSVP Sept 27

ANNUAL RETREAT DAY Led by Rev. Paul Sanders ‘Uncovering the timeless, unhurried in the midst of busyness’ A day of contemplative mediation on Saturday Oct 8 9.30am-4pm at Wesley Congregational Hall, 100 Yarra St, Geelong. Contemplation which means “to look” is a gift to our world, a gift to ourselves and a gift to all beings we share this earth with.  This simple day of practices and reflection will prepare and open our hearts for being deeply in the midst. Please bring a book for recording. Cost $30/concession $20 (if you can afford) Bookings or inquiries to Wendy 5222 4101 or wcle_cs@primus.com.au

“YOU BETTER BLOODY BELIEVE IT” - Author John Gilfoyle & John Robbins. A series of good fun Australian stories written by blokes who know and who have lived in Outback Australia. Cost is $30 - $15 donated to the Kinja Centre for Homeless Boys in Manila & $15 for Fr. Mick’s Mates (Cluster Relay for Life Team).  If you would like a copy please contact David Lunn 0408 378 982.

FETE SPONSOR OF THE WEEK: We acknowledge with gratitude our Sponsors for the 2010 Fete: .Walkers Building and Decorator Products, 93 West Fyans St, Newtown Ph 5222 1255

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  “Goodness is uneventful. It does not flash, it glows.”             - DAVID GRAYSON.

HOW ABOUT THAT!!: The six-year-old girl had been so naughty during the week, that her mother decided to give her the worst kind of punishment.  She told her she couldn't go to the Sunday School Picnic on Saturday.
Then, when the day came, her mother felt she had been too harsh and changed her mind. When she told the little girl she could go to the picnic, the child's reaction was one of gloom and unhappiness.
"What's the matter? I thought you'd be glad to go to the picnic." her mother said.
"It's too late!" the little girl said. "I've already prayed for rain!" 

WE PRAY FOR : 

RECENTLY DECEASED:   Sr. Mary Justine Doherty R.S.C.; Lila Hernan, David Crombie.
CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:    Mary Joseph; Stuart Clair; Liam Bruton; Amanda Grgetic, Anton Bartolich, Paul & Mary Arundell, Lisa, Prudence & Giovanni LaFornara, Antonia & Vincenzo Florio, Ivy Antony, Cathy Crave, Donald Ross, Francis & Margaret Rowell, Eileen Hedt, John O’Malley.

St Mary’s Basilica, 136 Yarra St., Geelong
MON Sep 26
26th Week in Ordinary Time
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

TUE Sep 27
St Vincent de Paul
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

WED Sep 28
26th Week in Ordinary Time
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

THU Sep 29
Ss Michael, Gabriel & Raphael
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

FRI Sep 30
St Jerome
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

SAT Oct 1
St Teresa of the Child Jesus
9.00am, 6.00m (Vigil)
SUN Oct 2
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  7.30am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 12.15pm (Polish), 5.30pm.

   
Christ the King Church, Wilsons Rd., Newcomb  

FRI Sep 30
St Jerome
9.15am

SAT Oct 1
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time   5.00pm (Vigil) ?? Refer to Pole Position Notice!


St Margaret’s Church, Lomond Terrace, East Geelong (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays at 9.45am)

SUN Oct 2
9.45am
SUN Oct 9 
No Mass



St. Robert’s Chapel, Mervyn St, Newtown  (2nd & 4th Sundays at 9.45am)
SUN Oct 2
No Mass
SUN Oct 9
9.45am
Radio Mass:   Sunday 10am on The Pulse 94.7 FM, and 7 a.m. on Light FM, 89.9 FM

ROSARY:  usually recited before each Mass on Weekdays

RECONCILIATION AT ST MARY’S  -   Saturday 9.30am
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP: Mondays after 10.00am Mass

ROSTERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY October 2, 2011 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readings for next week:
Isaiah 5:1-7;
Philippians 4:6-9;
Matthew 21:33-43
	
	Readers
	Special Ministers
	

	Christ the King    5pm
	Sr Lesley, Pat Brooks
	Gifts: John & Dot Hilder  Special Ministers: Pat & John Harper

	St Mary’s              6pm
	Jess Sullivan
	Gael & Richard Perry, Gerry Arthur, Margaret Martin 

	7.30am 
	Mike McGovern
	Patrick Redden, Louise King, Kate Parke 

	9.30am
	Damian McFarlane
	Sr Carmelita, Terry ‘Brien, Bill & Nancy McFarlane, Damian Moynihan

	11.00am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
	Deb Anderson
Ange De Grandi 
	Angelito Mercado, Shirley Carroll, Moira Wilding, Nilda Gilmore, Georgia Cowdery

	5.30pm
	Peter Mackinlay 
	Sheila Mansfield, Leonie Rastas, Pam Lazzaro

	St Margaret’s        9.45am
	Irene Godlewski
Ray Watson 
	Gifts & Special Ministers: Carolyn Glembin, Ken Child
Cuppas: Joan & Bob Warren 


Committee Meetings

Tuesday 27 September at 7.30pm

Deanery Committee


Thursday September 29 at 7.30pm

“A Journey of Faith”
THOUGHTS OF FR. VIN: “When we talk about freedom, I can’t see how it means being free from restrictions. Man is a social being, and if I am to live my life in a truly human way, I just can’t do what pleases you. My freedom has to be exercised with responsibility to God, to myself, to my family, and to other people.”





THOUGHTS OF FR. VIN: “When we talk about freedom, I can’t see how it means being free from restrictions. Man is a social being, and if I am to live my life in a truly human way, I just can’t do what pleases you. My freedom has to be exercised with responsibility to God, to myself, to my family, and to other people.”





FAMILIES of fallen Diggers have accused the ABC of disrespecting the flag with a satirical sex scene depicting the Prime Minister.  An episode of At Home with Julia, aired last night, showed actors playing Julia Gillard and her partner Tim Mathieson seemingly naked and canoodling on the floor of the PM's office draped in the Australian flag.


       Dr Bernard Case and his wife Lee, whose son Marcus was killed in Afghanistan this year, said they were disgusted by the scene. "We should remember the number of servicemen, our son included, who have given their lives defending the true significance and meaning of the Australian flag," they wrote in a letter to the Herald Sun. "Such men are buried under the flag with the respect and honour it and they deserve. To abuse the flag's significance as the ABC has done is a disgrace." 


“Herald Sun”, Thurs. Sept. 22








