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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR B)  -  27th NOVEMBER, 2011

It’s only a couple of weeks since “Remembrance Day” - November 11. Sometimes called “Armistice Day”, it is the companion to its “big brother”, Anzac Day, our “other” day of paying tribute, in silence, prayer and remembrance, to all who have given their lives and suffered in defence of the freedom of this country.

The understanding, recognition and tribute that we give on those two days to the  men and women who served in wartime conflict is quite inadequate if it is restricted to just two days of the year. Increasingly we have become aware of the ongoing suffering of returned veterans, suffering which all-too-often increases rather than diminishes as the years go by.

Consequently, many veterans find themselves incapable of holding secure and ongoing employment. Their physical, mental and psychological scars often alter them radically - for the worse - from the brave young men who were sent out to serve “because their country needed them”.

“Shell shock”, and the more recently recognised and diagnosed Post-traumatic stress disorder” (PTSD) has required many veterans to cease work when they could otherwise have expected ten or twenty additional productive working years.

This week saw the release of a study indicating that Australian conscripts for the Vietnam War are far less likely than their peers to be able to work as the ravages of PTSD take hold during their late forties and fifties.

None of the findings will come as “news” for Vietnam veterans - especially those conscripted to fight when the date of their birthday was drawn out of a barrel - for some, the only “raffle” they have ever won. They are only too familiar with the often insuperable challenges veterans have had to manage when faced with the unrelenting trauma of armed wartime conflict.

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs is charged with the demanding task of caring for our veterans. On many, perhaps most fronts, it does an excellent job. But the legislation within which it must work in assessing whether or not a veteran has ceased work “due to war-caused disabilities alone” has left many veterans, and Vietnam conscripts in particular, “high and dry”. They may well be incapable of working due to PTSD and other war-service-based issues. But any other factor, such as redundancy or insolvency of the firm employing them, can all-too-easily deny them a genuinely sustainable income.

“Lest we forget” - indeed! But two remembrance days per year aren’t enough. Our veterans deserve true and practical appreciation all year round. 

POLE POSITION (first time notices)

ADVANCE NOTICE - CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:

Saturday December 10 at 10.00am: 

Anointing Mass, then Morning Tea in the Hibernian Hall. If you feel you are eligible or know of someone who may not be on our list, please complete the form in the Narthex TODAY.
Monday December 19 at 7.30pm: 

Christmas Memorial Mass
Tuesday December 20 at 7.30pm: 

Second Rite of Reconciliation—Communal preparation followed by individual confession, with six priests available.
Saturday December 24 (Christmas Eve): 

Mass at St. Mary’s at 6.00pm (Children’s Mass), 8.00pm (Family Mass), 10.00pm (in Polish), and Midnight (St. Mary’s Basilica Choir).
Also at 7.00pm at Christ the King Church, Newcomb.

(NB: No 5pm Mass at Christ the King)

Sunday December 25 (Christmas Day): 

Mass at (Midnight) , 7.30am, 9.30am (St. Mary’s Basilica Choir), 11.00am, 12.15pm (in Polish) and 5.30 pm.        
(NB:  With Christmas Day on a Sunday, normally Mass would be celebrated at St. Robert’s. However experience in recent years indicates the five (daytime) Christmas Day Masses at St. Mary’s adequately meet the needs of those who have not attended any of the five Masses on Christmas Eve. Accordingly, it is not intended to have a Christmas Day Mass at either St. Robert’s or St. Margaret’s.)

SHARE YOUR CHRISTMAS WITH THOSE IN NEED: Gifts for people in need, to be distributed before Christmas by St. Vincent de Paul members, will be received on the week-ends of December 10/11, and 17/18. to be placed “under the Christmas Tree”. Gifts should be new, wrapped, and with a peel-off label indicating the type of person for whom it might be suitable, or identifying the type of gift it is. 
HEARING AMPLIFICATION SYSTEM: St. Mary’s Basilica has a “state-of-the-art” hearing system for those with hearing impairment.  To access the system you will need a receiver unit, available from Sr Anne at the AV desk to the left of the Sanctuary.  If you have a hearing aid you will be given a “neck loop” to be plugged into the receiver and if you do not wear a hearing aid you will be given a set of headphones that also plug into the receiver. PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU RETURN THIS EQUIPMENT TO SR ANNE AFTER MASS.
NATIONAL CHURCH LIFE SURVEY: St. Mary’s Parish is participating in the “National Church Life Survey”, held in parishes and churches of all denominations every five years. Survey forms were distributed & completed at Mass last week-end, but are available this week-end for anyone who missed out. Forms should be returned to the Church or Parish Office no later than Friday Dec 2. All parishioners over 15 are encouraged to participate.

LAST CALL FOR FETE APRONS AND SIGNS: Would all be returned to the Parish Office as soon as possible.
PARKING WITHIN THE GROUNDS OF ST MARY’S BASILICA:  The confined space inside the Yarra St. gates in front of the Basilica is NOT a parking area, except for  the “special vehicles” associated with weddings and funerals. The  area is for pedestrian traffic, and the limited space means that moving cars can be EXTREMELY dangerous for pedestrians. 

Accordingly, parishioners and visitors are respectfully asked NOT to park inside the Yarra St. gates in front of the Basilica UNLESS they (a) have a “disabled” permit on their car, (b) are themselves the driver of the car, and (c) are  disabled to the degree that parking elsewhere would prohibit them from entering the Basilica. Cars driven by others but transporting disabled people should allow passengers to alight on the concrete apron OUTSIDE the gates.  The “Haymarket” Car Park has ample parking on week-ends, and access to the North or South Transept doors of the Basilica involves minimal walking.

INTERNET STREAMING OF MASS: Each Sunday, the 11am Mass from St. Mary’s is streamed “live” on the internet . To access the Mass, either “live” or “delayed”, go to: www.liveeventstreaming.com.au or you can access this site through the Parish Website/Masses.  The “User” code is: “sunday”, followed by the month then the day. This week’s Mass is: sunday1127 next week’s: sunday1204 then: sunday1211, etc. The Password is: idostream.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA APPEAL FOR EAST AFRICAN FAMINE RELIEF: The total amount contributed by St. Mary’s parishioners was $3,000. This was “matched” by a parish contribution from the Fete of a further $3,000. This total of $6,000 has been sent to Caritas Australia and will be “matched” dollar-for dollar by the Commonwealth Government, bringing the total amount raised to $12,000. Well done and thanks to all.

MARYVILLE AGED CARE: Maryville Nursing Home, Western Beach, Geelong currently has a single-room vacancy. For further enquiries, contact Director of Nursing Cheryl Conder on 5221 5299.

GEELONG CITY CHURCHES ADVENT CAROLS AND LESSONS SERVICE: TONIGHT Sunday November 27 at 7 pm. At St. David’s Uniting Church, Cnr. Aphrasia and Talbot Sts., Newtown. Everyone is welcome. 

WORLD AIDS DAY - DECEMBER 1, 2011  “HIV is still here’ with 33.3 million people living with the virus worldwide. In Australia most of them learn to guard their status with secrecy to avoid the discrimination and social stigma that sadly accompanies this illness. Catholic HIV/AIDS Ministry is an agency of CatholicCare that supports HIV+ people. Mass will be celebrated at St Francis Church, Lonsdale St, Melbourne at 5.30pm on November 30.

THE SHIRLEY MILLS “PLAZA” THEATRE:

A minimum offering of $3 per head to assist in defraying equipment costs and maintenance is requested for all

Sun Nov 27 , 1.30pm “THE COURAGEOUS HEART OF IRENA SENDLER”  Starring Anna Paquin.  Irena was a social worker who was part of the Polish underground during WWII. She was arrested by the Nazis for saving the lives of nearly 2,500 Jewish children by smuggling them out of the Warsaw ghetto. PG

Fri Dec 2, 7.30pm “ELVIS SPECIAL” featuring “One Night With You” from the 1968 Special, plus “Elvis in the ‘70’s” (includes light super and raffles).
Sun Dec 4, 1.30pm “WATER FOR ELEPHANTS” starring Reese Witherspoon, Robert Pattinson, Christopher Waltz. Jacob Jankowski is about to take his final exams in veterinary science at Cornell, when his parents are killed in a car accident. He drops out and joins Benzini Circus, a second-rate travelling circus trying to survive during the depression. M

Fri Dec 9, 7.30pm :LARRY CROWNE” starring Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts. Until he was retrenched , the amiable Larry Crowne was a superstar team leader at the company where he worked. Now he is free, he returns to school to start afresh. There he becomes part of a colourful community of outcasts, also-rans and the overlooked, all trying to find a better future for themselves. An entire new world is opened up to him especially when he develops a crush on his teacher, Mercedes! PG

Sun Dec 11, 1.30pm “LILLIES OF THE FIELD” starring Sidney Poitier, Lilia Skala. An ex-GI drifter comes across a Southwestern farm inherited by a group of German nuns: befriends them, and builds them a chapel in exchange for a place to stay. G

ST MARY’S SOCIAL CLUB: 

Mon Nov 28:
9.30am Line Dancing, Hibernian Hall

Wed Dec 7:
“Christmas Breakup at 12.30pm “Cats Bistro”, Skilled Stadium. Please confirm your attendance by phone to Margaret McTernan 5298 1114

LAWN-MOWING: A St. Mary's parishioner has started up a small, quality lawn-mowing business with quick, reliable service.  For inquiries, call Joe at 0404 854 285.

PAST MOTHERS OF ST ROBERT’S: are invited to a Get-Together Luncheon at the Cat’s Bistro, Kardinia Park on Tuesday November 29 at 12.30pm. Please ph Doreen 5244 4867, Sheila 5222 3303, Val 5221 2202

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE presents “DAWN OF PROMISE” a beautiful Orotorio which relates the story of the Birth of Christ and its consequences for our lives through songs and readings. On Sunday December 4 at 7.30pm at St Thomas’ Church, Drysdale. Free concert performed by students, staff, parents and friends of St Ignatius College.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - This week we would gratefully accept donations of TINNED &/or PACKETS of SOUP at St Margaret’s & Christ the King Churches.  At St Mary’s, parishioners are asked to contribute to our pantry supplies staple foods like UHT milk, cereal, baked beans, spaghetti, pasta sauce, etc. would be gratefully accepted.  These can be placed in two green containers in the Parish Office Foyer at 150 Yarra St or Café Light (Sunday mornings). 

KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS: End of year Social on Friday December 2 at 6.30pm at the home of Alan & Louise Fossey. Open invitation to members, widows & families. BBQ meat & drinks supplied, just bring a salad or sweet. Cost $5 per family. Ph Joe Lambert 5229 8442 to confirm attendance.  Next branch meeting Feb 2012.

“AD2000 November Edition now available from Piety Stall $4. Articles include “Australian Bishops to meet Pope on their AD Limina Visit”;  “Cardinal Raymond Burke: Finding Hope Amid Secularism”, and much more.

FETE SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:                          We acknowledge with gratitude our Sponsors for the 2011 Fete: Chargold Project Management Pty Ltd, 242a Latrobe Tce, Geelong Ph 5229 3299

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  “Manners are not idle, but the fruit of loyal nature, and of noble mind”. 




  - ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON

HOW ABOUT THAT!!: 

The teacher of the earth science class was lecturing on map reading. 
After explaining about latitude, longitude, degrees and minutes the teacher asked, "Suppose I asked you to meet me for lunch at 23 degrees, 4 minutes north latitude and 45 degrees, 15 minutes east longitude?" 
After a confused silence, a voice volunteered, "I guess you'd be eating alone." 

WE PRAY FOR : 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Josie Potter; Hans Colla; Ben Tigani. 

CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:   Anna Formica; Giovanni Utmar; John Dillon;Ida Sporton, Italia Corica, Domenico Pandulla, Saverio & Maria Alo, Eric Bodington, Lawrence Henry, Aaron David Hagger. 


St Mary’s Basilica, 136 Yarra St., Geelong
MON Nov 28
1st Week of Advent
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

TUE Nov 29
1st Week of Advent
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

WED Nov 30
St Andrew

7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

THU Dec 1
1st Week of Advent
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

FRI Dec 2
1st Week of Advent
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

SAT Dec 3
St Francis Xavier
9.00am, 6.00m (Vigil)
SUN Dec 4
2nd Sunday of Advent
7.30am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 12.15pm (Polish), 5.30pm.

   
Christ the King Church, Wilsons Rd., Newcomb  

FRI Dec 2
1st Week of Advent
9.15am

SAT Dec 3
2nd Sunday of Advent
5.00pm (Vigil)

St Margaret’s Church, Lomond Terrace, East Geelong (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays at 9.45am)

SUN Dec 4
9.45am
SUN Dec 11
9.45am.


St. Robert’s Chapel, Mervyn St, Newtown (2nd & 4th Sundays at 9.45am)
SUN Dec 4
9.45am
SUN Dec 11
9.45am
Radio Mass:   Sunday 10am on The Pulse 94.7 FM, and 7 a.m. on Light FM, 89.9 FM

ROSARY:  usually recited before each Mass on Weekdays

RECONCILIATION AT ST MARY’S  -   Saturday 9.30am
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP: Mondays after 10.00am Mass

ROSTERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY December 4, 2011 - Second Sunday of Advent

Readings for next week:
  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;
2 Peter 3:8-14;
Mark 1:1-8
	
	Readers
	Special Ministers
	

	Christ the King    5pm
	Jim Liddell                 Gifts: John & Dot Hilder  Special Ministers: Sr Lesley, Pat Brooks
Gerard Robinson   

	St Mary’s              6pm
	Kevin Ryan
	Margot Jarman, Bernard Lewis, Paul Mora, Sr Christine

	7.30am 
	Nola Schwidlewski
	Patrick Redden, Lorraine Cotter, Michael Keenan

	9.30am
	Eleanor Bowman
	Erminia Ficca, Clarel Duhau, Lena Franzese, Nola Schwidlewski,
Rob Robertson

	11.00am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
	Linda Looney
Anna Kong
	Barbara Antony, Linda Looney, Deb Anderson, Anna Armistead, 
Nilda Gilmore

	5.30pm
	Thomas Shears
	Shelia Mansfield, Leonie Rastas, Pam Lazzaro, Margaret Hedt

	St Margaret’s        9.45am
	Kerry Tomison
Tracy Wanat
	Gifts: Glenda & Monique Carson   Cuppas: Doreen & Terry Rodgers
Special Ministers: Rohan Cann, Irene Godlewski


Committee Meetings

Tuesday December 6 at 7.30pm
Parish Council


Wednesday December 14 at 10.30am
Liturgy Committee


Wednesday December 14 at 7.30pm
Baptism Preparation







ROD HOMEWOOD found it difficult to hold down a job when he came back from Vietnam. Over three decades the former conscript reckons he held 16 jobs. “And then I lost it, I fell off my tree. Everything snowballed, they pulled me out of the work at age 54 and I haven’t had a job since.” 


          A new study - the first of its kind in Australia - finds Rod’s experience typical. Conscripts who went to Vietnam were about as likely as anyone else to be in work until the 1990s, when their likelihood of employment began to dive.


           Using census data on employment status by birth date Wollongong University economist Peter Siminski finds men born on the dates that were represented by the marbles drawn out of the barrel to select conscripts far less likely to be employed all these years on than men born on other dates in the same years.�He agrees that it is worthwhile being assessed as totally and permanently incapacitated, but he says it isn’t easy. “They try not to give it to you. It took many years until they connected my condition with service. I could show you a room of fifty veterans. Their stories might be different but the pattern is the same. They work for twenty or so years and then everything goes wrong.”        	�“The Age”, Tues. Nov. 22	








