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CHRISTMAS DAY  -  25th December, 2011

AT LAST, THERE WILL BE SOME ROOM AT THE INN

“No Room at the Inn” has been a phrase recognising the homelessness of Joseph and Mary as they searched in vain for a safe and clean place where Mary could give birth to her child. The timeless Christmas story we tell again and relive this week-end reminds us that even a humble stable was sufficient to provide the warmth and safety (let’s not think too much about cleanliness) needed for Jesus to come into our world. 

That the Holy Family were “homeless” at this central point of human history is something which ought not be forgotten at any time, let alone at Christmas. So for many years the plight of the homeless has been a cause of significance for those who wish to truly follow Jesus, and treat others the way they would like to be treated themselves.

There will always be homeless people. Some are homeless by choice. But most are homeless because they have no choice. A small but growing community group in Geelong have worked steadily towards the establishment of “Samaritan House”, a place of overnight welcome, comfort and safety for those who might otherwise be forced to “sleep rough”, with all the safety and health risks that involves.

In addition to crisis overnight accommodation, “Samaritan House” will try to give hope, self-esteem and purpose to its guests. But its foremost task is to keep them dry, healthy and safe. 

A property has been purchased, to which those in need of it will be transported for overnight crisis accommodation. It is a project which will rely heavily on community support for both establishment and ongoing operation. But if the financial “load” is spread widely enough, the burden will be light.

Accordingly, “Samaritan House” is asking individuals, as well as business, sporting groups, and community organisations of all kinds to support this important initiative for Geelong’s homeless, both those for whom Geelong is their “base”, as well as those many who are just “passing through”.   

Are there in Geelong one thousand people, or businesses or organisations who would contribute one unit (or more for those who can) of $500 towards this project? The cost of the property is around $500,000. If the $500 x 1,000 project were to succeed, the bank loan would be expunged, and the Geelong community at large would truly “own” the project.

Please read carefully the notice overleaf (Page 2 of this bulletin). And then consider if you, or a business or organisation with which you have a connection, might pick up one unit (or more!) in this wonderful project.

For two thousand years, Christians have lamented that there was “No Room at the Inn” for Jesus, Mary and Joseph. For those sleeping rough in Geelong, even a stable might seem O.K. But a warm bed, shower and security at “Samaritan House” would be much, much better. So …. can we together “make it happen?”

SAMARITAN HOUSE, GEELONG

This Christmas, can you help provide an “Inn” for Geelong’s homeless?

A most suitable property, which is to be “Samaritan House, Geelong”, 

has been purchased for $500,000.

Can 1,000 Geelong people or organisations combine to provide total 

ownership through contributions of $500?
Can you be one of them? Or can you give the details of organisations or groups who might be invited to help?
What a fantastic way to honour the homeless family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph!

Celebrate Christmas in a special way this year by making 

“Samaritan House, Geelong” a reality in 2012.

Please return this form to: “Samaritan House”, c/- 150 Yarra St., Geelong 3220

or Fax to: 5229 0587, or e-mail to frkd@stmarysgeelong.com.au

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

NAME: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PHONE:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

I / We would like to support the purchase of “Samaritan House” by contributing                   
______ unit(s) at $500 per unit towards its cost of $500,000.





(Send no money yet—we will contact you)



And / or

I / We suggest that an invitation to contribute be sent to this organisations / groups:
NAME OF ORGANISATION : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

POSTAL ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

CONTACT PERSON: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

 MASS TIME CHANGES THIS WEEK:

Mon Dec 26 Mass at St Marys 10am ONLY

Tues Dec 27 Mass at St Marys 10am ONLY

Fri Dec 30 No 9.15am Mass at Christ the King

Sat Dec 31 Additional Mass at St Marys at 11pm followed by light supper in the Narthex.
CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULT CATHOLICS!
Would you be willing to join a group of enthusiastic young people who are starting a fortnightly “Young Adults” Mass in Geelong.  Planning group is for those 16 years and over. If you can help with the organisation we would LOVE you to join us!  Contact Genevieve Exton: 0409 265 919 g.exton@hotmail.com or Georgia Cowdery: 0438 028 276 g.cowdery@yahoo.com.au

ST MARY OF THE ANGELS BASIICA STALL: will be closed from Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24 until Wednesday February 1, 2012.  Closed Christmas Day & New Year’s Day. For this period the Stall will open Sundays ONLY from January 8, from 10.30am-12.15pm. (CLOSED WEEKDAYS & SATURDAYS) 

INTERNET STREAMING OF MASS: Each Sunday, the 11am Mass from St. Mary’s is streamed “live” on the internet . To access the Mass, either “live” or “delayed”, go to: www.liveeventstreaming.com.au or you can access this site through the Parish Website/Masses.  The “User” code is: “sunday”, followed by the month then the day. This week’s Mass is: sunday1218 next week’s: sunday1225 then: sunday0101, etc. The Password is: idostream.

PAGER NUMBER CHANGE: The number for Fr. Dillon’s Emergency Pager has had to be changed, as the previous paging service has gone into receivership. 

The new number (also on the “masthead” of each weekly bulletin, is: 1300 555 555, then ask for Page Number 176 579.  With few (and rare) exceptions, the Pager is always on. Therefore it should be utilised only in the case of genuine emergencies.

FETE SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:                                 We acknowledge with gratitude our Sponsors for the 2011 Fete: De Grandi Cycle and Sport, 419 Moorabool St, Geelong Pg 5221 5099

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  “.Never look down on anybody, unless you’re helping them up”. 
- JESSE JACKSON

HOW ABOUT THAT:   A mother took her three-year-old daughter to church at Christmas.  The church lights were lowered, and then the choir came down the aisle, carrying lighted candles.  All was quiet until the little one started to sing loudly, "Happy birthday to you. Happy birthday to you.  Happy Birthday to Jesus .."
THE SHIRLEY MILLS “PLAZA” THEATRE:

A minimum offering of $3 per head to assist in defraying equipment costs and maintenance is requested for all
Sat Dec 31, 8.45 p.m.: “SECOND HAND LIONS” Family Movie starring Robert Duvall, Michael Caine, Hayley Joel.  Teenager, Walter, is sent to his great uncles’ farm in Texas. Joel encounters two elderly men who relate stories of adventure which he finds hard to believe.  But Joel sees a new side to one of them when he discovers a photo of a mysterious and beautiful woman. PG 

Fri Jan 6, 7.30pm “ELVIS SPECIAL” Elvis on Tour 1972, includes door prize, raffles & light supper.
Sun Jan 13, 1.30pm “AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER” starring Cary Grant, Deborah Kerr, Two people meet in a luxury liner and fall in love, but because they both have other lovers waiting for them, they agree to part for a year.  If their feelings are still mutual they will be together but when tragedy strikes, it could affect their love. G

SCHOOL HOLIDAY MOVIES:

Tues Jan 3, 10.30am & 2pm “HOODWINKED TOO” Red Riding Hood, our heroine in training with a mysterious group called the “Sisters of the Hood”, but is forced to cut her training short when she gets an urgent call from Nicky Flippers, head of the secret “Happily Ever After Agency”. PG
Thur Jan 5, 10.30am & 2pm “MR POPPERS PENGUINS” The life of a businessman begins to change when he inherits six penguins, and as he transforms his apartment in a winter wonderland, his life starts to unravel! PG
Tues Jan 10, 10.30am & 2pm “SPOOKY BUDDIES” The talking puppies are back in an all-new movie that takes them far across town to a mysterious mansion when something very spooky is going on. G
Thur Jan 12, 10.30am & 2pm “HOP” The Easter Bunny’s teenage son heads to Hollywood, determined to become a drummer in a rock’n’roll band. In L.A. he’s taken by Fred after the out-of-work slacker hits E.B. with his car. PG
Tues Jan 17, 10.30am & 2pm “MARMADUKE” A suburban family moves in a new neighbourhood with their large, yet lovable, Great Dane, who has a tendency to wreak havoc in his own oblivious way. PG 
Thur Jan 19, 10.30am & 2pm “CARS 2” Star racecar Lightning McQueen and the incomparable tow truck Mater take their friendship to exciting places when they head overseas to compete in the first ever World Grand Prix. G
Tues Jan 24, 10.30am & 2pm “BABE IN THE CITY” 

In this sequel to the Academy Award-winning hit, Babe sets off on a journey that takes him to a far away storybook city where he encounters an incredible assortment of animal friends. G 
Wed Jan 25, 10.30am & 2pm “FANTASIA”  Walt Disney’s famous film, updated with new interpretations of great works of classical music. G

Suggested donation of $3 per head would be appreciated for both children and adults.

WE PRAY FOR : 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Patrick Michael Foster, Joyce Beckley, Katerina Costa, Alexander Cowal, John Santamaria, Giacomo Munafo.
CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:   Fr Fred Chamberlin, Mark Chamberlin, Thomas & Elizabeth Harper, Lilian McCormack, Katie Donohue, Edna Mary Diamond, John Joseph Diamond, Alexander James Mathieson, Edward Fitzpatrick.


St Mary’s Basilica, 136 Yarra St., Geelong
MON Dec 26
St Stephen
10.00am

TUE Dec 27
St John
10.00am

WED Dec 28
Holy Innocents
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

THU Dec 29
Octave of Christmas
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

FRI Dec 30
Holy Family
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

SAT Dec 31
Octave of Christmas
9.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil) & 11.00am
SUN Jan 1
Mary, Mother of God
7.30am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 12.15pm (Polish), 5.30pm.

   
Christ the King Church, Wilsons Rd., Newcomb  

SAT Dec 31
Mary, Mother of God
5.00pm (Vigil)

St Margaret’s Church, Lomond Terrace, East Geelong (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays at 9.45am)

SUN Jan 1
9.45am
SUN Jan 8
9.45am.


St. Robert’s Chapel, Mervyn St, Newtown (2nd & 4th Sundays at 9.45am)
SUN Jan 1
9.45am
SUN Jan 8
9.45am
Radio Mass:   Sunday 10am on The Pulse 94.7 FM, and 7 a.m. on Light FM, 89.9 FM

ROSARY:  usually recited before each Mass on Weekdays

RECONCILIATION AT ST MARY’S  -   Saturday 9.30am
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP: 




Mondays after 10.00am Mass

ROSTERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY January 1, 2012 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God

Readings for next week: 

 Numbers 6:22-27;
Galatians 4:4-7;
Luke 2:16-21
	
	Readers
	Special Ministers
	

	Christ the King   5pm
	Mary & Terry Carracher   Gifts & Special Ministers: Angela Fitzgerald, Helen Murphy  

	St Mary’s           6pm
	Brendan Sullivan
	Gael & Richard Perry, Gerry Arthur, Margaret Martin

	7.30am 
	Mike McGovern
	Patrick Redden, Louise King, Kate Parke

	9.30am
	Bill McFarlane
	Erminia Ficca, Clarel Duhau, Lena Franzese, Nola Schwidlewski,   Rob Robertson

	11.00am
	Patrick Wig
	Barbara Antony, Linda Looney, Deb Anderson, Anna Armistead,         Nilda Gilmore

	5.30pm
	Elizabeth Fleming
	Sheila Mansfield, Leonie Rastas, Pam Lazzaro, Margaret Hedt

	St Margaret’s     9.45am
	Julie Prendergast
Joan Warren
	Gifts: Marion Thomas, Mavis Quarrell  Cuppas: Leonie Cann
Special Ministers:  Maryanne Villanti, Mary McKie








A NEW Geelong not-for-profit community foundation has secured a site to the east of the city for “Samaritan House”, which will offer 12 beds to homeless men nightly. Chairman Lawrie Miller said Samaritan House Foundation leaders hoped to be operating by April, transferring men from central Geelong to the site by bus each night. "As far as we can tell about 50 homeless men sleep rough in Geelong each night," Mr Miller said. "With what we've proposed to do everyone we've spoken to has said it's high time some organisation provided accommodation for homeless men in crisis.” Samaritan House Foundation is non-denominational but has the firm backing of churches, community agencies and prominent business people.


“Geelong Advertiser”, Tue. Dec. 20








