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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B)  -  29th January, 2012

She was just over 80, in good health except for some pesky osteo-arthritis, and a related curvature of the spine. The postman had blown his whistle (this was a few years ago!) and she had gone out to collect the mail. Moments later, a large dog racing down the footpath sent her sprawling, breaking her shoulder and arm, and inflicting significant facial injuries.

Fortunately the incident didn’t cause her death, nor consign her to a Nursing Home -at least not then. But it made her remaining years far more painful than would have been the case had the doctor (that’s right, the doctor) who was “walking” his dog while he drove in his car alongside the running dog had taken more seriously and sensibly his pledge to “do no harm”. The lady’s life had changed forever due to total irresponsibility on the part of the dog’s owner.  

These days, hardly a week goes by that we don’t read stories of mauling and major injuries inflicted by dogs on the loose, dogs which somehow “got out” because of a gate left open, or a fence which wasn’t high enough, or just sheer stupidity like the incident described above. And these are simply the stories that are reported in the media. How many others, such as the one recounted above, are never brought to public attention?

Dogs can be wonderful companions, and countless children and adults have lived with them all their lives without even a hint of any aggression from them, let alone having any injury being sustained. In fairness to the incident this week where a four-year-old was seriously hurt, the Rhodesian ridgeback is not known for being a dangerous breed, and is generally considered to be “good” with children. That said, the story is not quite so clear with regard to a “Rhodesian ridgeback cross”. “A “cross” with what breed?”, we might well ask.

If tragic events such as the savaging of 4-year-old Katie are to be as infrequent as possible, surely it is fundamental that owners of dogs are adequately educated on all characteristics, good and bad, of their breed of dog, and perhaps especially what can happen with some breeds where cross-breeding can create a different scenario.

In a society which sometimes seems to be increasingly dominated by “Occupational Health and Safety” issues, the freedom of dogs to “roam” unsupervised, often due to their owners being either careless or irresponsible (or both!), appears inexplicable and unjustifiable. Rightly we have “Working with Children” legislation, to ensure parents can trust those placed in charge of their children. Sensibly we have “Sunsmart” rules at school, to prevent sun damage to students.  Yet the current restrictions and penalties concerning unsupervised dogs, which can too readily become “lethal weapons” for children or adults, seem inadequate to protect those who have every right to expect to be protected. 
SAMARITAN HOUSE, GEELONG

“Samaritan House Geelong” has been established by a community group in which St. Mary’s Parish is playing an active and substantial role. It will be a place of overnight welcome, comfort and safety for those who might otherwise be forced to “sleep rough”, with all the safety and health risks that involves. In addition to crisis overnight accommodation, “Samaritan House” will try to give hope, self-esteem and purpose to its guests. But its foremost task is to keep them dry, healthy and safe. 

A property has been purchased, to which those in need of it will be transported for overnight crisis accommodation. It is a project which will rely heavily on community support for both establishment and ongoing operation. But if the financial “load” is spread widely enough, the burden will be light.

Accordingly, “Samaritan House” is asking individuals, as well as business, sporting groups, and community organisations of all kinds to support this important initiative for Geelong’s homeless, both those for whom Geelong is their “base”, as well as those many who are just “passing through”.  

Since Christmas, 88 pledgers have committed to 141 units of $500 an increase of 12 since last week) have been pledged from this parish, to “Samaritan House”. Can we make it to 150,  just from St. Mary’s Parish? Can you help, either on your own or in combination with a group of others e.g. 5 x $100 who truly want to help? Or can you give the details of organisations or groups who might be invited to help?

Please return this form to: “Samaritan House”, c/- 150 Yarra St., Geelong 3220, or Fax to: 5229 0587, or e-mail to frkd@stmarysgeelong.com.au

NAME: …………………………………………………………………………………………..

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………

PHONE:  ………………………………………………………………………………………….

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………..

I / We would like to support the purchase of “Samaritan House” by contributing  ____ unit(s) at $500 per unit towards its cost of $500,000.  

(Send no money yet—we will contact you)  and / or
I / We suggest that an invitation to contribute be sent to this organisations / groups:

NAME OF ORGANISATION : …………………………………………………………

POSTAL ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………..

CONTACT PERSON: ……………………………………………………………………….

FR. KEVIN CONDON  O.P. who cared for St. Margaret’s Parish in 2007 will celebrate his 80th birthday this coming Tuesday, January 31. His postal address is c/- Nazareth House, P.O. Box 634, Ballarat 3350
FR. ABEL VAN DER VEER, a priest of the Augustinian Order based in the South Yarra Parish, will celebrate the 9.30am and 11am. Masses on Sunday Feb. 12, allowing Fr. Dillon to attend the 60th Wedding Anniversary celebrations  in Canberra for a couple he has known for over 40 years.

MASS TO RECOGNISE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SCHOOL YEAR will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Basilica this Wednesday Feb. 1 at 9am, attended by staff of all Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools. The mid-morning Mass on that day will be at 10.30am, not 10am.
ANAM CARA HOUSE invites you to the “Festival of the Outback” in the grounds of Anam Cara House and St. Mary’s Basilica on Saturday Feb. 18, from 11am to 8.30pm. Lots of Stalls, Food , Amusements and live Entertainment throughout the day, all with the “outback” theme which will form the launch of the “Outback Adventure” for 2012. If you can assist on the day, even for an hour or two, phone Anam Cara House on 5222 5831 - and let everyone know about this great fun-raiser and fund-raiser for Anam Cara.
LOURDES DAY MASS; The sixth “Lourdes Day Mass” will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Basilica on Saturday February 11 (the day of the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes) at 10.00am in association with the World Day of the Sick.  It is a Mass of healing and hope for sick and infirm people, their carers and all interested parishioners from all parishes in the Geelong region.  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be available, and there will be a blessing with Lourdes Water at the conclusion of the Mass.  The Mass will replace the usual 9.00am Mass for that Saturday only.

ST MARY’S BASILICA CHOIR: resumes singing at the 9.30am Mass next Sunday. Rehearsals resume Thursday February 2 at 7.30pm, in the Sodality Room.  New members most welcome to join and contribute to this important parish music ministry.

WHAT’S NEW AT WING AND A PRAYER:

Now located at 75 Malop St, next to Darrell Lea. 
Sunday Missal 2012 now back in stock again $14.95

Book of the Week for Children: Noah’s Ark – Bible Story Pop Ups – A delightful little book vividly brought to life in colourful pop- ups. $9.95

The Australian Children’s Mass Book, new edition $9.95
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY - GEELONG CONFERENCE: This week we would gratefully accept donations of .PASTA &/or NOODLES. There are containers at Café Light (Sunday mornings), St Margaret’s and Christ the King Churches, as well as at the Parish Office, where these items can be deposited.

INTERNET STREAMING OF MASS: Each Sunday, the 11am Mass from St. Mary’s is streamed “live” on the internet . To access the Mass, either “live” or “delayed”, go to: www.liveeventstreaming.com.au or you can access this site through the Parish Website/Masses.  The “User” code is: “sunday”, followed by the month then the day. This week’s Mass is: sunday0129 next week’s: sunday0205 then: sunday0212, etc. The Password is: idostream.
THE SHIRLEY MILLS “PLAZA” THEATRE:

A minimum offering of $3 per head to assist in defraying equipment costs and maintenance is requested for all
Fri Feb 3, 7.30pm “THE CONSPIRATOR” starring Robin Wright, James McAvoy, in the wake of Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, seven men and one woman are arrested and charges with conspiring to kill the President, Vice-President and Secretary of State. PG
Sun Feb 5, 1.30pm “HIGH SOCIETY” Starring Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly, Frank Sinatra. Tracy Lord is a rich Rhode Osland socialite whose romance with jazz musician C.K. Dexter Haven has broken up. When a dashing journalist arrives to cover the wedding complications occur by her attraction to him. G
Fri Feb 10, 7.30pm “A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT” starring Craig Sheffer, Brad Pitt. Set in Montana between 1910 and 1935 the story reflects on the communication gap between two brothers and their minister father, all of whom love fly fishing.  PG
Sun Feb 12, 1.30pm “PLEASANTVILLE” Starring William H. Macy, Joan Allen. When 90’s teens, David and Jennifer get zapped into the perfect suburbia of a black and white 1950’s sitcom, the result is a visionary adventure, but when ‘90’s pop culture clashes with 50’s family values, chaos ensues, turning the world of Pleasantville upside down. PG

Fri Feb 17, 7.30pm “SLEUTH” starring Laurence Olivier, Michael Caine. Andrew Wyke, a best selling author of detective fiction living in a grand 16th century mansion is visited by Milo Tindle, business owner. Andrew reveals to his guess that he’s aware of Milo’s affair with his wife. But instead of being angry he confesses that he is actually glad to be rid of his troublesome spouse and devises a plan whereby both men with benefit financially from a divorce. PG

Sun Feb 19, 1.30pm “FROM TIME TO TIME” starring Maggie Smith, Timothy Spall, Alex Axel. In 1940’s England, 13 year old Tolly is sent to Green Knowe, the country estate of his grandmother, while his mother searches for information concerning Tolly’s father who is missing in action.  PG
ST MARY’S SOCIAL GROUP:

Mon Feb 20, 1.30pm - Euchre - Hibernian Hall
Mon Mar 19, 1.30pm - Euchre - Hibernian Hall
CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULT CATHOLICS!
Would you be willing to join a group of enthusiastic young people who are starting a fortnightly “Young Adults” Mass in Geelong. Planning group is for those 16 years and over. If you can help with the organisation we would LOVE you to join us!  Contact Genevieve Exton: 0409 265 919 g.exton@hotmail.com or Georgia Cowdery: 0438 028 276 g.cowdery@yahoo.com.au

CAN YOU HELP: Parishioner seeks small indoor storage area for boxes of books- willing to pay small fee. Please Ph 5222 7449.

ST MARY’S TENNIS CLUB: Saturday Summer Pennant resumes Saturday February 4 for Junior/Senior teams: Junior practice Tuesday February 7.

MISPLACED: 

Lace tablecloths from the Hibernian Hall

DVD’s: “Support Your Local Gunslinger; “John Q”, “Letters to God”  Please contact the Parish Office 5222 1977 if you can help

ST MARY OF THE ANGELS BASILICA STALL:  

Normal Daily Opening Hours will resume as from Wednesday January 31:

Mon to Fri 10.30am-1pm

Saturdays  9.30am-12noon

Sundays 10.30am-12.15pm
FETE SPONSOR OF THE WEEK: 

We acknowledge with gratitude our Sponsors for the 2011 Fete: Geelong Flower Farm, 392-400 Bellarine Hwy, Moolap Ph 5250 5205.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  “Most times a change is not as good as a holiday”. - VERKA

HOW ABOUT THAT!                 A taxi passenger tapped the driver on the shoulder to ask him a question. The driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the footpath, and stopped centimetres from a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the cab, then the driver said "Look lady, don't ever do that again. You scared the daylights out of me!"

The passenger apologized and said she didn't realize that a little tap could scare him so much.

The driver replied "Sorry, it's not really your fault. Today is my first day as a cab driver - I've been driving a hearse for the last 25 years!" 

WE PRAY FOR : 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Paul Taylor; Antonio Santospirito, Theresa Maca, Artemio Gonzaga (Jnr).
CURRENT ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:    Roderick Muir; Jean Peacock; Beverly Rowan; Giuseppe Marcantonio; Nick Taranto, Gregory Glembin, Maureen Schwarzenberg, Carmelo Gingitta, Gerardus Dingemans, Peter Brennan.

St Mary’s Basilica, 136 Yarra St., Geelong
MON Jan 30
4th Week in Ordinary Time
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

TUE Jan 31
St John Bosco
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

WED Feb 1
4th Week in Ordinary Time
7.00am, 10.30am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

THU Feb 2
Presentation of the Lord
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

FRI Feb 3
4th Week in Ordinary Time
7.00am, 10.00am, (1.05pm - Wing & a Prayer)

SAT Feb 4
4th Week in Ordinary Time
9.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil)
SUN Feb 5
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7.30am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 12.15pm (Polish), 5.30pm.

   
Christ the King Church, Wilsons Rd., Newcomb  

FRI Feb 3
4th Week in Ordinary Time
9.15am

SAT Feb 4
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
5.00pm (Vigil)

St Margaret’s Church, Lomond Terrace, East Geelong (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays at 9.45am)

SUN Feb 5
9.45am
SUN Feb 12
No Mass


St. Robert’s Chapel, Mervyn St, Newtown  (2nd & 4th Sundays at 9.45am) 
SUN Feb 5
No Mass
SUN Feb 12
9.45am.
Radio Mass:   Sunday 10am on The Pulse 94.7 FM, and 7 a.m. on Light FM, 89.9 FM

ROSARY:  usually recited before each Mass on Weekdays

RECONCILIATION AT ST MARY’S  -   Saturday 9.30am
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP: Mondays after 10.00am Mass

ROSTERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY February 5, 2012 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readings for next week:
Job 7:1-4, 6-7;
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23;
Mark 1:29-39
	
	Readers
	Special Ministers
	

	Christ the King    5pm
	John & Pat Harper
	Gifts: Dot & John Hilder  Special Ministers: John & Pat Harper

	St Mary’s              6pm
	Jess Sullivan
	Margot Jarman, Bernard Lewis, Paul Mora, Sr Christine

	7.30am 
	Nola Schwidlewski
	Patrick Redden, Lorraine Cotter, Michael Keenan

	9.30am
	Eleanor Bowman
	Barry Leith, Joanne McFarlane, Marissa & Frank Harvey, Sr Anne

	11.00am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
	Robert Schmidt
Maria Monea 
	Shirley Carroll, Moira Wilding, Gerogia Cowdery, Maria Monea,           Bernardine Turner

	5.30pm
	Peter Mackinlay
	Jane Petti, Lyn Creece, Kevin Kleijn, Mario Spina

	St Margaret’s        9.45am
	Michael O’Connell
Flavio Giurco
	Gifts: Glenda & Monique Carson  
Special Ministers: Maryanne Villanti, Mary McKie

Cuppas: Kerry Tomison & Mary McKie


Committee Meetings

Tuesday February 7 at 7.30pm
Parish Council


Wednesday February 8 at 10.30am
Liturgy Committee






LITTLE Katie doesn't like "that" dog, she tells her worried parents at her hospital bedside. She is referring to the Rhodesian ridgeback cross that nearly killed her outside her Pakenham farmhouse on Tuesday night. The energetic four-year-old had been bouncing on a trampoline in the front yard when her mum called her inside for dinner. 


         What happened next was truly terrifying. Katie's stepfather Dale Morrison said he was pulling up in the driveway when he saw the dog pounce. "I'd just got home and a friend's dog was attacking our child," he said. 


          "It had her by the hair and I had to use reasonable force to get the dog off her." Katie was partly scalped in the sickening attack and needed surgery yesterday at the Royal Children's Hospital, where she is in a stable condition. 


          It remains unclear how the dog, believed to be eight months old, got out from behind the backyard's large wire fence. Mr Morrison said the dog was owned by a family friend who had stepped out five minutes before the attack.


      “Herald Sun”, Thurs. Jan. 26








