But who are the people who have influenced our world?  My world, your world, to be not just a better place but particularly influenced me, you, to be a better person…Read More…..  

Homily,

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday 22nd January 2012.

Often when preparing couples in terms of a wedding ceremony, all sorts of interesting prayers, vows, and readings, whatever offered as being part of what could be done? The power of the internet of course you’ve just got to Google in wedding service and you get all sorts of things some of which are helpful some are not so helpful.  

In terms of vows especially you’ve got to be pretty careful because they’ll come up with I will climb the highest mountain, swim the deepest ocean, catch a falling star or whatever and all of which is very nice but the rule of thumb that I give them is you can add but you don’t subtract.  In other words here is the core of what you must say and if you want to climb the highest mountain etc. well that’s sort of ok but as long as you say the key things that are the official part of the Church’s ceremony.  And that usually brings things to a reasonable sort of conclusion. 

The whole idea of being able to add and not subtract can often be not always but can often be a good means to a peaceful resolution and I was reminded of that just the other day.  When of course the major controversy of the year we’re only three weeks into it, erupted with the sacking of Sam and the return of Greg in the Wiggles. 

And I’m sure if you’ve been on the planet for these last few days you would have caught up on that to find that the yellow Wiggle the original yellow Wiggle Greg has returned and Sam who’s been there for five years, as the hired hand as one of the other Wiggles, rather indelicately described him has been given the flick.  A call came which I thought made immanent sense the other day that I heard on the radio they said why don’t they have a green Wiggle? Why can’t Sam be the green Wiggle? And then there could be five of them. And let’s face it they’re all getting older they’ve been around a long time and chances are that someone else will get sick and they will need a replacement temporally or whatever and it seemed to make an enormous amount of sense. The whole notion of saying that, in the team of the Wiggles there can only be four, is certainly open to discussion and debate. 

We find I talked about picking teams last week and here we have Our Lord still picking teams.  He’s still picking the apostles and it was interesting, this is from John’s Gospel last week and uncharacteristically one week after, the next it’s Mark’s Gospel. Today. James and John, Peter and Andrew and the others come further along the line, the original team that Jesus selected presumably because he saw in them great potential, he saw in them people whom he admired, chances are you might say well what about Judas, chances are he admired Judas too; for things which were lost a little later on, may be Judas first time round was an admirable person.  But we’re all a day to day proposition and we all make choices  and Judas made a few that weren’t so good. 

So why did Jesus choose whom he did, he had James and John, he had Peter and Andrew, and he added, he didn’t stop at four he didn’t say well you’re red and you’re yellow he kept going until he got to twelve, but he had a lot of other disciples along with him.  And one of the key elements of all of this is, the whole notion of admiration.  Jesus knew their weaknesses and he knew that they would let him down from time to time because they were human beings like us all.  But they had admirable qualities.  

There was a list in the paper today of the women, no men, the women Australians admire most.  And there are all sorts of interesting people it starts off with Lady Gaga, true, Lauren Jackson, Olivia Newton John, Princess Mary of Denmark, Moira Kelly, Sarah Murdoch, Margaret Fulton, Penny Wong, Jessica Watson and so it goes on.  And most of them are Australians; most of them are people who are celebrities I suppose you might call famous entertainers, sports people, politicians and whatever.

But it prompted me to think, just as Jesus had to select his apostles, from people he admired or in whom he found admirable traits pieces of character, flawed as they might be and they were.  I wonder to myself  and I wonder in front of you if I were to make a list of say, ten people I really admired, that I knew personally not the celebrities so forget about Lady Gaga you can’t put her unless you’ve met her you can’t have her on your list.  

But people that we know, just as Jesus had to select people for whom he had an admiration while recognising their weaknesses and faults, but also for whom he found something really valuable.  If we were in his position, who would we choose? Who do we know maybe people who may be dead they may have gone before us but they remain very important and what we have seen in them, something that we would love to be able to have for ourselves.  We’ve seen courage, we’ve seen strength of character, we’ve seen leadership, we’ve seen resilience we’ve seen charity and care we’ve seen perseverance any number of different circumstances that we can say, I don’t know how they did that.  How do they manage to overcome this? Or to achieve that or to be what they were for me or for someone else.  

I wonder if we ever do that enough, an interesting bit of homework.  It’s not something you would do in five minutes, we all need to give it a lot of thought, but if we were, we often say, what would Jesus do in any number of circumstances?  Well we know what Jesus did here but what does Jesus want us to take on board ourselves, to select our most admired people not in the sense that the Readers Digest might do it or Time Magazine the influential people and so on people who can be influential and they’re dreadful pieces of work we’ve had all sorts of tyrants and dictators who’ve been named as greatly influential people and they are, but they don’t influence the world to be any better.  

But who are the people who have influenced our world?  My world, your world, to be not just a better place but particularly influenced me, you, to be a better person.  Does that mean that they have to be up for canonisation? No of course not, just like the apostles, they can be flawed and they will have faults and they may have done things which were ill advised but there’s something there that we acknowledge as being something where somehow they have responded to God’s grace in a magnificent way.  

May be like Judas maybe they had it and maybe they lost it, but we can still see look back when they were what they really should’ve been and somehow it just didn’t happen to continue.  But admiration is an extraordinarily influential part of developing us into being better people, better to one another more closely aligned with what God wants of us.  So there’s a bit of homework for you to do as I say don’t do it in five minutes and it’s not a matter of even the people that you love that’s a different story the people that you love most in your life may not be people that you admire much at all, but you still love them because they are who they are. They can be your children, lots of parents will say I love my children but I can’t stand what they’re doing.  

And so admiration is in another category, admiration is where we learn, we take inspiration, we take encouragement, and we learn if this person that we know we have seen, who have interacted with us in our life, if they can do this if they can be like that well so can we because they have lived in our world. 

They’re not in Washington in power and they’re not in Canberra and they’re not a celebrity and they’re not making zillions of dollars but whatever and they’re not household names but they are someone important to us from whom we learn, let’s pick our team of admired people and see maybe especially what we can learn from them. 

Not a bad exercise to actually write down the name and to say I admire this person because… and to learn that all of those things are achievable by mere human beings like ourselves living in a world just like ours.  The end result as we look at these people that we know that maybe have been a special part of our lives and maybe they’re no longer there but no longer in this world but we take on board what they have achieved, the example that they have given and the encouragement they offer us it’s probably the best team we can pick.

